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WOLE SOYINKA niGerip)

Wole Soyinka is a playwright, poet, and novelist whose
work spans drama, poetry, novels, and autobiography.
His writing, influenced by Yoruba mythology and Western
literature, includes notable plays such as The Lion and
the Jewel and Death and the King’s Horseman, as well as
novels like The Interpreters and Season of Anomy. Soyin-
ka’s impact as a writer and thinker, alongside his unique
blending of traditional African and Western elements, has
gamnered international acclaim. In 1986, he became the
first African laureate to be awarded the Nobel Prize in Lit-
erature.
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ABDULRAZAK
GURNAH z2anziBaR)

Abdulrazak Gurnah is the winner of the Nobel Prize in
Literature 2021. He is the author of ten novels: Memory
of Departure, Pilgrims Way, Dottie, Paradise (shortlisted
for the Booker Prize and the Whitbread Award), Admiring
Silence, By the Sea (longlisted for the Booker Prize and
shortlisted for the Los Angeles Times Book Award), De-
sertion (shortlisted for the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize),
The Last Gift, Gravel Heart, and Afterlives (shortlisted for
the Orwell Prize for Fiction 2021 and longlisted for the
Walter Scott Prize). He was a Professor of English at the
University of Kent and served as a judge for the Man
Booker Prize in 2016. He lives in Canterbury.
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PETER KIMANI kenva)

Peter Kimani is an internationally acclaimed Kenyan au-
thor, journalist, editor, and academic. He has published
four books—including Dance of the Jakaranda, a New
York Times Notable Book of 2017 and Editors’ Choice
selection. He is Professor of the Practice of Journalism
at Aga Khan University’s Graduate School of Media and
Communications in Nairobi. He previously taught at Am-
herst College and was the 2022 Blackburn Artist in Resi-
dence at Duke University. He was the 2023 Artist-in-Resi-
dence at Witwatersrand University in South Africa.
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YVONNE OWUOR Kenva

Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor, born in Nairobi, Kenya, is a
celebrated author known for her evocative, poetic style.
She holds an MPhil in Creative Writing from the University
of Queensland. Her novella The Weight of Whispers won
the 20083 Caine Prize for African Writing, launching her lit-
erary career. Her debut novel, Dust (2014), explores Ken-
ya’s history through a family’s struggle with tragedy and
has been translated into several languages. Her second
novel, The Dragonfly Sea (2019), reflects on East Africa’s
oceanic imaginaries and the re-ignition of Africa-Asia re-
lations through the global monsoon complex, woven into
a poignant coming-of-age story. Owuor’s essays, art cri-
tiques, and stories have appeared in numerous publica-
tions worldwide, including National Geographic. She has
also reconnected with her filmmaking roots by working
on Africa-oriented nature films and dramas through story
development and scriptwriting. Owuor co-founded the
Nairobi-based Macondo Literature Festival and is current-
ly working on a new novel titled Nocturne.
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NNEDI OKORAFOR

(NIGERIA)

Nnedi Okorafor is an award-winning New York Times
Bestselling writer of mostly science fiction and fantasy
for both children and adults. Her debut novel Zahrah the
Windseeker won the prestigious Wole Soyinka Prize for
Literature in Africa. Nnedi has since won the World Fan-
tasy, Nebula and Eisner and multiple Hugo, Lodestar and
Nommo Awards, amongst others, for her works. Nnedi
holds a PhD in Literature, two Master’s Degrees (Journal-
ism and Literature) and lives in Phoenix, Arizona with her
daughter Anyaugo. Learn more at nnedi.com.
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PETINA GAPPAH

(ZIMBABWE)

Petina Gappah was born in Zambia and raised in Zim-
babwe. A novelist and playwright with an accomplished
career in international trade law and diplomacy, she is the
acclaimed author of two short story collections, An Elegy
for Easterly and Rotten Row, and two novels, The Book
of Memory and Out of Darkness, Shining Light. Petina
is most proud of her work with the Harare City Library
in Zimbabwe, where the children’s library is now named
after her, and with the David Livingstone Birthplace in
Blantyre, Scotland, where she was assigned a permanent
gallery in the museum to retell the story of the Africans
that Dr. Livingstone encountered on his travels.
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CHERYL NTUMY GHann)

Cheryl S. Ntumy is a Ghanaian writer specializing in spec-
ulative fiction, young adult fiction, and romance. Her work
has been featured in FIYAH Literary Magazine, Apex Mag-
azine, World Literature Today, Best of World SF Vol. 3,
and Year’s Best African Speculative Fiction 2022, among
others. Her writing has garnered nominations for the
Nommo Award for African Speculative Fiction, the British
Science Fiction Association Award, the Commonwealth
Writers Short Story Prize, and the Miles Morland Founda-
tion Scholarship. Cheryl is @ member of the Sauutiverse
Collective, which created a shared universe for Afrocen-
tric speculative fiction, as well as Petlo Literary Arts, an
organization dedicated to developing and promoting cre-
ative writing in Botswana. Her Sauutiverse novella, Songs
for the Shadows, was released in 2024.
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WOLE TALABI niGeri)

WOLE TALABI is an engineer, writer, and editor from Ni-
geria. He is the author of the multi-award nominated novel
SHIGIDI AND THE BRASS HEAD OF OBALUFON (DAW
books/Gollancz/Masobe), one of the Washington Posts
Top 10 Science fiction and fantasy books of 2023. His
short fiction has appeared in places like Asimov’s Science
Fiction, Lightspeed Magazine, Africa Risen and is collect-
ed in the books CONVERGENCE PROBLEMS (DAW
books, 2024) and INCOMPLETE SOLUTIONS (Luna
Press, 2019). He has been a finalist for the Hugo, Nebula,
BSFA and Locus awards, as well as the Caine Prize for
African Writing. He has won the Nommo award for Afri-
can speculative fiction and the Sidewise award for Alter-
nate History. He has edited five anthologies including the
acclaimed AFRICANFUTURISM (Brittlepaper, 2020) and
MOTHERSOUND (Android Press, 2023). He likes scuba
diving, elegant equations, and oddly shaped things. He
currently lives and works in Australia. Find him at wtalabi.
wordpress.com and at @wtalabi online.
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TENDAI HUCHU zversweg

T.L. Huchu’s work has appeared in ‘Lightspeed’, ‘Inter-
zone', ‘Analog Science Fiction & Fact’, ‘The Year’s Best
Science Fiction and Fantasy 2021’, ‘Ellery Queen Mys-
tery Magazine’, ‘Mystery Weekly’, and elsewhere. He is
the winner of a Hurston/Wright Legacy Award (2023),
Alex Award (2022), the Children’s Africana Book Award
(2021), a Nommo Award for African SFF (2022, 2017),
and has been shortlisted for the Caine Prize (2014) and
the Grand prix de I'lmaginaire (2019). Huchu’s Edinburgh
Nights fantasy series is now on its fourth instaiment. Find
him @TendaiHuchu
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IFEOMA ESIRI niceri)

Ifeoma Esiri is a qualified legal practitioner with over thirty
years of experience specializing in financial law. In 1999,
she co-founded Zaccheus Onumba Dibiaezue Memorial
Libraries (ZODML), a Lagos-based NGO focused on ad-
vancing education. As a strong advocate for literacy and
free access to knowledge, she has led ZODML in estab-
lishing free libraries, believing that they are the most effec-
tive means of making knowledge acquisition accessible
to all. Additionally, she serves as a non-executive director
on the board of Stanbic IBTC Holdings Plc, a member of
the Standard Bank Group of South Africa. She is also a
trustee for Child Life Line, an NGO supporting street chil-
dren. Ifeoma is married and has three children.
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CHIKA UNIGWE niGeriy

Chika Unigwe was born and raised in Enugu, Nigeria.
Widely translated, she has won several awards for her
writing. Her latest novel, The Middle Daughter, was pub-
lished in 2023, and Grace will be released in April 2025.
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ALAIN MABANCKOU

(REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO)

Alain Mabanckou (born February 24, 1966) is a novelist,
journalist, poet, and academic. A French citizen born in
the Republic of the Congo, he is currently a Professor of
Literature at UCLA. He is best known for his novels and
non-fiction works that explore the experiences of contem-
porary Africa and the African diaspora in France, includ-
ing Broken Glass (2005) and the Prix Renaudot-winning
Memoirs of a Porcupine (2006). Mabanckou is among
the most prominent and successful writers in the French
language, as well as one of the most recognized African
writers in France. In certain circles in Paris, he is often
referred to as “the Samuel Beckett of Africa.”
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MARA MENZIES xenva)

Mara Menzies is a celebrated performance storyteller, author, and
advocate for the power of storytelling. Born to a Kenyan mother
and Scottish father, Mara’s multicultural background has profound-
ly influenced her art and perspective. She grew up immersed in the
rich oral traditions of Kenya which sparked her passion for stories
from an early age.

Mara honed her craft through years of performance and study,
blending traditional storytelling techniques with contemporary the-
atrical elements. Her unique style captivates audiences, weaving
together myth, folklore, and personal narrative to explore themes of
identity, belonging, and cultural heritage.

In 2022, Mara'’s talent received significant recognition. Her perfor-
mance at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival earned her the prestigious
Stage Award for Excellence, cementing her status as a leading
figure in the storyteling world. The same year, her debut novel
“Blood and Gold” was named Scottish Fiction Book of the Year,
showcasing her ability to translate her oral storytelling prowess to
the written word.

Mara’s work often delves into the complexities of the African di-
aspora experience, bridging cultures and generations through the
universal language of story. She is passionate about the transform-
ative power of storytelling, using it as a tool for education, empathy,
and social change.

Beyond her performances and writing, Mara is dedicated to pre-
serving and promoting the art of storytelling. She conducts work-
shops, lectures, and masterclasses, inspiring others to discover
their own voices and stories. Her work has taken her to over 30
countries around the globe and she continues to push the bound-
aries of storytelling, blending tradition with innovation and creating
powerful, resonant narratives that speak to the heart of the human
experience.
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JENNIFER MAKUMBI

(UGANDA)

Jennifer Makumbi’s The First Woman (2020), A Girl is a
Body of Water (US/Canada), won the Jhalak Prize in 2021
and was shortlisted for The Diverse Book Award (2021),
the Encore Prize (2021), and the James Tait Black Prize
(2021), and longlisted for The Aspen Words Literary Prize
(2021).

Kintu won the Kwani? Manuscript Project (2013), the Prix
Transfuge Du Meilleur Premier Roman Francais (2019),
was shortlisted for the Edward Stanford Awards (2019),
and longlisted for The Prix Du Médicis (2019).

Manchester Happened (also Let’s Tell This Story Proper-
ly in US/Canada) was shortlisted for The Big Book Prize
(Harper’s Bazaar, 2019) and longlisted for the Edge Hill
Prize.

Makumbi was Writer-in-Residence at NIAS-KNAW in
2021, Artist-in-Berlin DAAD in 2022, Artist-in-Residence
at STIAS in 2023, and Franke Fellow at Yale for 2024-
2025.

A recipient of the Windham-Campbell Prize (2018), she
won the Global Commonwealth Short Story Prize (2014),
holds a PhD from Lancaster University, and has taught at
several universities in Britain.
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WANA UDOBANG niceri)

Wana Udobang is a multifaceted storyteller whose work
spans writing, poetry, performance, curation, and instal-
lation art. She has released three spoken word albums:
Dirty Laundry, In Memory Of Forgetting, and Transcend-
ence. As a performer, her work has taken her across Af-
rica, Europe, and the US, with commissions from notable
institutions such as the Edinburgh International Festival,
Deutsches Museum, and The Gates Foundation.

Udobang has collaborated with renowned media outlets
including The Guardian, CNN, BBC, and Al Jazeera. She
has also curated exhibitions that explore themes of food,
memory, identity, and the body. One of her key initiatives
is the Comfort Food workshop, which uses food memo-
ries to inspire new stories.

Additionally, Wana is the creator of the multimedia exhibi-
tion Dirty Laundry and the spoken word concert Souled
Out. As a guest lecturer and workshop facilitator, she of-
fers insights on storytelling, writing, and creativity. Wana
was honored as an Ama Ata Aidoo Fellow at Northwest-
ern University.
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MARYAM BUKAR
HASSAN niGeria)

Maryam Bukar Hassan (born 25 December 1996) from
Borno State, Nigeria, also known as Alhanislam, is an in-
ternationally renowned spoken performance poet. She is
the Global Lead for Creative Cultural Revival, an initiative
led by a collective of young African women. This pan-Afri-
can initiative aims to inspire creatives by utilizing creativity
and repurposing cultural elements to address societal
challenges across the continent.

Maryam is also a storytelling consultant, social entrepre-
neur, Pan-Africanist, and UN Peacekeeping advocate.
She previously served as the campaign coordinator for
Change.org in Nigeria and is a Gates Foundation Goal-
keeper.

As the curator of the True My Voice community, a net-
work of young poets focused on building digital advoca-
cy capacity, Maryam has empowered over a thousand
individuals, 60% of whom are girls. She is a passionate
advocate for women’s and girls’ rights, using her voice to
drive social change and justice, particularly in the areas of
peace and maternal mortality.
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DEBORAH JOHNSON

(NIGERIA)

Deborah Johnson is a writer and performance artist
whose work has been featured in the Frontrunners Poetry
Booklet Gift to the UN and in the anthology Bloom. She is
an alumna of the UNICEF Poetry Mediathon and a winner
of the British Council's New Narratives Challenge. Debo-
rah also won the “Doing Things with Stories Global Playoff
Contest,” organized by the University of Art, Netherlands,
and Oxfam.

She has contributed her art to VOICE X, a project by the
U.S. Embassy, where she created learning vignettes fo-
cused on mental health, and has worked as a radio voice
actor, creating stories that address the challenges faced
by Nigerian youth.

In 2022, Deborah won the Abuja Literary Society and
Lagos International Grand Slam. She was also named a
2023 fellow under the See My World program. Addition-
ally, Deborah placed third in the World Poetry Slam Com-
petition and is a Young Storyteller for Rise Africa.

Passionate about telling African stories, she is dedicat-
ed to encouraging others through faith-based work and
advocating for the importance of art in society. Deborah
hopes to use art as a tool for social change.
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DAMI AJAYI niceria

Dami Ajayi is a Nigerian-born poet, essayist, cultural critic,
author, and psychiatrist based in the UK. He is the author
of the critically acclaimed poetry collection A Woman’s
Body is a Country and its sprawling sequel, Affection &
Other Accidents, which was named the Best Poetry Col-
lection of the Year at the 2023 Port Harcourt International
Literary Festival.

His work has been nominated for several prestigious priz-
es, including the Association of Nigerian Authors Prize,
the Wole Soyinka Prize for African Literature, and the
Glenna Luschei Prize for African Poetry.

Ajayi’s journalism has appeared in prominent publications
such as The Africa Report, Chimurenga Chronic, and The
Elephant. He also shares his insights on music and cul-
ture through his Substack newsletter, London Listening
Sessions.
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KENANAO PHELE

(BOTSWANA)

Kenanao Phele is the co-founder of the Gaborone Book
Festival Trust, which organizes the annual Gaborone
Book Festival alongside other literary interventions in Bot-
swana. Kenanao is a 2022 One Young World Ambassa-
dor and a highly experienced Strategic Brand Marketing
and Communications professional. She holds an Execu-
tive Master’s Degree in Entrepreneurship.
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FATIMA BALA niGEria

Fatima Bala is a lecturer, poet, and author with a captivat-
ing voice in contemporary literature.

She infuses her work with the richness of her cultural
heritage, shedding light on diverse perspectives often
overlooked. Through her writing, Fatima advocates for
the proper representation of relatable characters, weav-
ing narratives that resonate with depth and authenticity.

Her works, Broken and Hafsatu Bebi, explore complex
cultural and social themes, earning her critical praise and
a dedicated readership. When she’s not writing, you can
find her indulging in her love for photography, travelling, or
playing board games.
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NNAMDI EHIRIM niGer)

Nnamdi Ehirim is a Lagos-based writer. His short stories,
essays, and articles have been featured in prominent
publications such as Afreada, Arts & Africa, Brittle Paper,
Catapult Magazine, Electric Literature, Kalahari Review,
The Republic Journal, The Guardian Nigeria, LitHub, and
Litro. His debut novel, Prince of Monkeys, a coming-of-
age political fiction, was published in 2019 and longlisted
for the VCU Cabell First Novel Prize. Ehirim was also nom-
inated for The Future Awards Africa 2020 Prize for Liter-
ature. His second novel, The Brevity of Beautiful Things,
was published by Ouida Books in 2024.
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UMAR ABUBAKAR SIDI

(NIGERIA)

Umar Abubakar Sidi is a poet, soldier, aviator, and the
author of the poetry collections The Poet of Dust and Like
Butterflies Scattered About by Art Rascals. Sidi's work
delves deeply into the interplay of body, soul, and spirit,
drawing inspiration from both Sufi mysticism and Surre-
alist thought. His writings have been featured in Brittle
Paper, Transition Magazine, Jalada, Saraba Magazine,
and other notable publications. His debut novel, The
Incredible Dreams of Garba Dakaskus, is published by
Masobe Books.
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AMYN BAWA-ALLAH

(NIGERIA)

Amyn Bawa-Allah freelances as Content Strategist and
Community Manager. Her love for reading led her into
becoming a Literary Culture Curator and in this role, she
hosts a podcast where she talks about books and read-
ing, creates bookish content on social media, and hosts
two book clubs where members read diverse titles. Amyn
is also the mastermind behind the #SomethingBook-
ishReadingChallenge, a set of 24 prompts that are de-
signed to help the reader be more intentional about their
reading choices and travel the world through books. In
person, Amyn can be lured with spicy chicken wing, it’s
the key to unlocking her heart (and her bookshelf).
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OLAOKUN SOYINKA

(NIGERIA)

Dr. Olaokun Soyinka is a Public Health Consultant and is
currently running the Primary Care Quality (PCQ) Project,
which aims to provide quality healthcare at the grassroots
level.

Born in England in 1958, he attended school in the UK
until 1965, when he moved to Ibadan, Nigeria. During his
childhood, he enjoyed a brief acting career, appearing in
several TV dramas, one of which earned him his long-
standing nickname, Aponbiepo.

He later returned to England, qualified as a doctor, and
worked there until he returned to Nigeria in 1999. Dr.
Soyinka has worked for the World Health Organization
(WHO) and served as the Commissioner for Health in
Ogun State.

Currently, Dr. Soyinka divides his time between managing
a primary health center, writing, and editing. He is mar-
ried with children and lives in Lagos. In his spare time, he
enjoys reading, as well as working to improve his guitar
playing and golf skills.

() Siagan ggSgdlgl /3

alegll 8393 ggpiro Ws paf dolell daunll Lo Jlitiue g
aslel 839all @lle s Qley pagi Ll casgs s3I alglll
oulill

aSlooll L anylei 1958 ple lyilail 4 sglgall (Siygu.s LAl
w7 Lpad 8 obl] Gl lesey Jaiil (1965 ple in 3aiall
go el o llgal (oslg cailgalh JuUa 8pund dpial Juledll
Lle algian Lo Ly sl ylsg éyigrjalill dsolpll Jlacl
i .(Aponbiepo) “guuigil” juguidl aual

dlgljal oy slaicl Lle Siygu.s Juos dyilail Ll disge seug
Jac 151999 ple (6 bpaui S aisge is wlim Jocg Ciall
dlg o dunll Lagaog dallell dvall dakio allal bay
B Agpaill Ggael

Gauall 4lefl jSpo 8)ls] g Lk aisg Sigu joissll cod
oo g «Jlabl aplg Agjie gmg . pyailly @lislly dlgdl
seljall o sy aclis ildgl o 8 gl dypauill yugedl digro
calgall celg jluall Sle cajell o ailjlgo (uunil 0xga Jiug



W2 [N

TNV

LOLA SHONEYIN niceriy

Lola Shoneyin is a writer, publisher, bookseller, festival
curator and cultural activist. Her works include three col-
lections of poems, an award-winning novel The Secret
Lives of Baba Segi’'s Wives and eight children’s books.
Shoneyin is the founder of Book Buzz Foundation which
promotes reading and organises cultural events such as
Ake Arts & Book Festival and Kaduna Book & Arts Fes-
tival. In 2016, Shoneyin founded Ouida Books, a pub-
lishing house that publishes contemporary African voices.
In 2023, she received the Aficionado Award and was
featured on the FT’s list of the most influential women of
2023. Shoneyin lives in Lagos.
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WENDY NJOROGE

(KENYA)

Wendy Njoroge is an advocate for Pan-African literature
and a dedicated leader in the African literary scene. As
the co-founder of Soma Nami Books, Wendy has creat-
ed a vibrant hub for book lovers, offering a curated se-
lection of African and diasporic literature that celebrates
the richness and diversity of the continent’s storytelling
traditions. For over a decade, Wendy has been a driving
force behind reading communities, serving as a book club
founder, administrator and builder of literary communities
across Kenya.

In addition to her work with Soma Nami Books, Wendy
is the visionary organizer of the African Book Fair, a read-
er-focused annual event in Nairobi that brings together
writers, publishers, and readers from across the continent
to celebrate African literature and promote cross-cultural
dialogue. As a publisher at Soma Nami Press, she con-
tinues to champion African voices, bringing East African
stories to a global audience.
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ANN MASINA soutH AFRICA)

Ann Masina, a celebrated soprano singer from Witbank,
MPUMALANGA, is a versatile and acclaimed artist who
has won a Naledi Award.

Her impressive career includes collaborations with re-
nowned figures such as William Kentridge’s Productions,
Phillip Miller, the Grammy Award-winning Soweto Gospel
Choir, Lebo Mashile’s( Venus Vs Modemity), Dada Masi-
lo’s mesmerizing show ( “The Sacrifice,” and Hamlet) Dan
Chioboli’s Solidarity Express COVID Relief Concert. More
recently, Ann joined forces with Mbuso Khosa on the
captivating Shaka ILembe Alboum. In 2021.

She marked a milestone by presenting her own music
concert at the Centre of the Less Good Idea.

Ann has also been an integral part of Nkoli: The
Vogue-Opera as a singer who plays Simon Nkoli’s mother
and performed at The Market Theatre and Baxter Thea-
tre Cape Town, and has recently been a part of Mzansi
Philharmonic Orchestra National tour singing alongside
Mbuso Khoza.
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ABDULKAREEM BABA
AMINU niceria

Abdulkareem Baba-Aminu is a writer, editor, illustrator,
editorial cartoonist, and poet. His written and illustrative
work is featured in the best-selling graphic novel anthol-
ogy ‘The Most Important Comic Book on Earth’ (Penguin
UK), and his writing has appeared in publications includ-
ing ‘The Passenger’ (Italy and UK), ‘Full Bleed’ (US), and
others, some translated into French and Italian.
Baba-Aminu has also worked in TV, as a writer for the
BBC WST’s ‘Wetin Dey’, and has illustrated ‘Who’s Who
in The Yoruba Pantheon’ (lwalewa). His first novel, ‘The
Herdsboy’, a work of Africanfuturism, is slated for a mid-
2025 release.

Baba-Aminu, an award-winning journalist, was the Edi-
tor — and editorial cartoonist — of the Saturday edition
of the Daily Trust, a major Nigerian newspaper. With an
influential body of journalistic and cartooning work that
has spanned over twenty years, he is currently COO of
Spine & Label, one of Abuja’s biggest and most beloved
bookstores.
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ADE BANTU niGer)

Ade Bantu is a Nigerian-German musician whose ca-
reer has spanned multiple roles as a performing artist,
curator, film producer and music consultant. He is best
known as the front man of the 13-piece award winning
band BANTU (Brotherhood Alliance Navigating Towards
Unity). Ade Bantu is the creator of Afropolitan Vibes a
concert series & annual music festival which has been
running for 10 years in Lagos. Ade’s 30-year recording
career has seen him work with various international acts
and record labels this has helped him build an extensive
network that spans several continents. He has recorded
with musical acts such as UB40, Nneka, Tony Allen, Fatai
Rolling Dollar, and Seun Kuti. He has also collaborated
with the likes of Burna Boy, Yemi Alade, Adekunle Gold,
Harry Belafonte and many more. As a producer he has
worked on numerous short films, documentaries, art, ra-
dio, and TV productions for both local and international
clients such as Jameson, German public-broadcaster
WDR and Deutsche Welle. Ade Bantu curated “Naija Pop
In HD” as part of the Ex-Africa exhibition series in Brazil.
He recently produced the exhibition “Statues Also Breath”
by French sculptor Prune Nourry and the accompanying
film by Vincent Lorca. Ade Bantu is currently working on
two documentaries which are slated for a 2025 release,
as well as new music with his band BANTU.
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DR. ABDULAZIZ
ALMUSALLAM usg

Dr. Abdulaziz Almusallam is an Emirati poet, writer, re-
searcher, and expert in cultural heritage management,
with his works translated into multiple foreign languages.
He serves as the Chairman of the Board for a Category 2
Centre under UNESCO, a Board Member of the Sharjah
Book Authority, and the Founder of Kalamon Publishing.
He also holds leadership roles as Chairman of the Advi-
sory Council for the College of Arts and Social Sciences
at the University of Sharjah and Al Qasimia University, as
well as Chairman of the Academic Council for the Mas-
ter's Program in Cultural Heritage at the University of
Sharjah. Dr. Aimusallam has served as a visiting professor
at the University of Jandouba (Tunisia) and Zhejiang Uni-
versity (China). He earned his PhD in History and Cultural
Heritage from Hassan Il University in Morocco. His excep-
tional contributions to culture and literature have earmned
him numerous accolades, including the Golden Narrative
Award from the Abu Dhabi Arabic Language Centre, the
Arab Heritage Personality Award from the Arab Media
Council in Berlin, the Al Owais Creativity Award for Best
Children’s Book, the GCC Creators Award in Cultural Her-
itage Research, and the title of Cultural Personality of the
Year in the UAE in 2012.
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ALI AL ABDAN (urp

Poet and Critic

Ali Al Abdan is an Emirati writer and critic, working as
the Director of the Department of Artistic Heritage at the
Sharjah Institute for Heritage. Writing in various cultural
and literary fields, he has authored more than 15 books
on visual arts, music, poetry, literature, and cultural herit-
age. Ali Al Abdan was selected among 15 Emirati artists
to introduce the world to Emirati art through their works.
He published a collection of short stories through the
Emirates Writers and Literary Union in November 2023
titted ‘The Two Sisters’, these stories were translated into
Greek. Furthermore, he has five books on the history of
folk music in the UAE, two poetry collections, and has
delivered lectures on musical anthropology and the an-
thropology of dreams in Arab heritage. He is a member
of several cultural associations. His book ‘The New Cen-
tury: Trends in Visual Arts in the UAE After 2000" won the
award for Best Book with Emirati Content at the Sharjah
International Book Fair in 2010.
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DR. MARIAM
ALHASHMI ung

Academic and Writer

Dr. Mariam Alhashmi holds a Ph.D. in Literature and Crit-
icism, a Master’s degree in Diplomacy and International
Relations, and an MBA. She is currently a Professor of Ar-
abic Language and Emirati Studies at the Higher Colleges
of Technology. She worked as a teacher of the Arabic
language from primary to secondary levels at the Minis-
try of Education. She was awarded Al Owais Award for
Creativity in 2018 and first place in the category of Best
Emirati Book. She has published the following books, The
Elegy of Cities and Kingdoms Between Baghdad and
Andalusia, The Evolution of the Poetic Movement in the
Emirates Al-Haira Community, Estrangement of Civilian,
and a novel called The New Version.
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EMAN AL YOUSUF uag

Author

Eman Al Yousuf is an Emirati writer with four published
novels. Her latest work, ‘One Year of Solitude’ was re-
leased by Dar Al Adab. In addition to her novels, she has
authored three short story collections, and a book titled
‘Bread and Ink’, which focuses on women and their writ-
ings in the UAE.

Al Yousuf’s novel, ‘Guardian of the Sun’, won first place in
the Emirates Novel Award in 2016 and has been translat-
ed into more than seven languages.
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SALHA OBAID s

Author

Salha Obaid is an Emirati writer who holds a bachelor’s
degree in electronic engineering. She published her first
collection of short stories, titled ‘Alzheimer’s’, in 2010,
which was translated into German in 2011. This was fol-
lowed by two more collections: ‘The Postman of Hap-
piness’ and ‘An Implicitly White Lock of Hair’, the latter
of which won the Al Owais Award for Creative Writing in
2016. In addition to her short stories, Obeid authored a
book titled ‘iPad: Life in the Manner of Zorba’. She is also
the founder of the ‘Society of the Intellectual’ project. In
2017, she received the Young Emiratis Prize in the crea-
tive writing category for her contributions to literature. In
2018, Obeid published her first novel, ‘Maybe It’s a Joke’,
with the Milan-based publisher Al-Mutawassit. This novel
was longlisted for the Sheikh Zayed Book Award in 2021.
Additionally, she holds a Creative Writing Certificate from
Palacky University in the Czech Republic, which she ob-
tained in 2017. She also participated in the International
Writing Program sponsored by the University of lowa in
2021. In 2022, she published her second novel, ‘Spice
Circle’, also with Al-Mutawassit. Currently, Salha works as
an innovation engineer for the Dubai government.
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MOHAMMED ALHEBSI

(UAE)
Author, Poet and researcher

Mohammed Al Habsi is an Emirati writer, poet, media fig-
ure, and cultural researcher. He currently serves as the
acting director of the Literature Department at the Du-
bai Culture and Arts Authority. Al Habsi has published
two notable books: ‘100 Stories About Sheikh Zayed’
and ‘100 Stories About Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid
Al Maktoum'. In addition, he has contributed articles to
various Emirati newspapers and periodicals that focus on
culture and heritage, and he was a weekly columnist for
the Emirati newspaper ‘Al Roeya’. In 2006, Al Habsi rep-
resented the UAE in folk poetry at the Gulf Youth Creativity
Festival held in Muscat. He received the State Encourage-
ment Award as part of the Emirates Novel Award in 2015
for his novel ‘The Devil’'s Cabin’ and has garnered several
local and international honours for his writing and poetry.
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SHAIKHA ALMTEIRI urg

Poet

Sheikha Al Metiri is an Emirati poet and the head of both
the National Culture and Documents Department and the
Public Relations and Media Department at the Juma Al
Majid Centre for Culture and Heritage. She serves on the
Board of Directors of the Culture and Science Sympo-
sium and chairs its cultural committee. Additionally, she
is a member of the Emirates Writers Union and the UAE
Women Writers Association. Her published works include
‘The Anchorage of Love’, ‘Book List’, ‘For Nostalgia, the
Rest’, and ‘The Most of Me, the Least of Me’.
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EBANECK
SHAMBERLINE caveron)

Commis 1. A 28 years Old Chef from Cameron who be-
gan her career as a commis 2 line cook at Fen Cafe and
Restaurant. Through her dedication and hard work , she
earned a promotion to Commis 1, a great example of pro-
fessional growth in the culinary world , showcasing both
her commitment and Skills
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LILLIAN ELIDAH zavsian)

Chef Lillian Elidah, a graduate of the Culinary Institute
of Switzerland, is a celebrated Zambian chef known for
transforming the local culinary scene. With over a dec-
ade of global experience in kitchens across Switzerland,
France, the UAE, Sweden, and Zambia, she masterfully
blends traditional Zambian flavors with modern tech-
niques.

Chef Elidah is the visionary behind Twaala Village Farm
Camp, an immersive retreat promoting sustainable tour-
ism and farm-to-table dining. Her dedication to healthier
eating, sustainable agriculture, and preserving Zambia’s
food heritage has earned her recognition from outlets like
CNN Africa and top African chefs.

As an educator and mentor, she inspires home cooks
and young chefs through workshops, food festivals, and
cooking shows. Chef Elidah’s latest endeavor, “Taste of
the Savanna Wild Cooking,” celebrates local ingredients
and techniques, cementing her legacy as a pioneer in in-
novative Zambian cuisine.
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Ozoz Sokoh is a Nigerian food writer, explorer, and ed-
ucator whose debut cookbook, Chop Chop is out 18th
March 2025. A geologist by training, she began docu-
menting her food journey online in 2009. Her #Eatthe-
Books series explores the layers of meaning behind
tastes and flavors encoded in literature. From writing to
photography, film making to audio work, Ozoz celebrates
the joy of eating and drinking.

Central to her work is connectedness through food, food
sovereignty, cultural identity, and reclamation of foodway.
Her research and documentation explore the roots of Ni-
gerian and West African cuisine and the impact of West
African intellectual contributions to global development.
She is a professor of Food and Tourism Studies at Cen-
tennial College in Ontario. She makes her home with her
three teenage children in Mississauga, part of the Treaty
Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation. Find her online @KitchenButterfly.
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FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES

16:00 - 17:00

All ages

University City Hall /
Parking area

17:45-18:45

7 years and above

Workshop area

18:30 - 19:30

“Nnedi Okorafor
Host: Abdulkareem
Baba-Aminu”

All ages

Main Stage

Sharjah Book Authority

“This workshop introduces children
to the enchanting world of African
folktales, teaching them of timeless
wisdom, humour, and life lessons
passed down through generations.
This interactive storytelling session
includes the telling of folktales

from various regions such as West
Africa’s Anansi the Spider stories,
the animal tales of Southern Africa,
and the myths of the Maasai people
from East Africa.”

Sharjah Book Authority

In this conversation, Abdulkareem
Baba-Aminu sits with acclaimed
Nigerian-American author Nnedi
Okorafor to discuss her latest
thought-provoking work, Death of
the Author. Okorafor will delve into
the intricate relationship between
authorship, storytelling, and cultural
identity. Journalist Abdulkareem
Baba Aminu will explore Okorafor’s
perspectives on literary genres,
whilst touching on the blurred lines
between fiction and autobiography,
and the complexities of developing
such works for the big screen.

Sharjah Book Authority
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AFRICAN JEWELLERY
MAKING

19:00 - 20:00 In this beaded jewellery workshop,
kids desighn and create bracelets,
necklaces, or anklets using colourful
African beads.

6 - 12 years

Workshop area Sharjah Book Authority

BOOK TALK - LETTERS TO
A YOUNG SENEGALESE

NOVELIST
19:30 - 20:30

“Alain Mabanckou
Host: Ade Odukoya”

In this discussion, musician and
intellectual Ade Odukoya will talk to
acclaimed Congolese author Alain
Mabanckou about his book, Letters
to a Young Senegalese Writer. In
this compelling collection of essays,
Mabanckou reflects on the art

of writing, the literary landscape

of Africa, and offers wisdom to
aspiring writers on creativity. The
moderator and guest will discuss
Mabanckou's earlier works and the
ways that Literature can strengthen
the links between Anglophone and
Francophone reading audiences.

Sharjah Book Authority

All ages

Main Stage

AFRICAN POTTERY (CLAY
PAINTING)

20:15-21:15

“This workshop explores the beauty
and cultural significance of African
pottery while allowing participants to
design and paint their own miniature
clay pots inspired by traditional
African art.”

Sharjah Book Authority

7 years and above

Workshop area

MUSICAL LIVE
PERFORMANCE

21:00 - 20:30
Al Multaga Orchestra

AlMultaga Orchestra provides a fresh
musical experience that seamlessly
integrates African, Arab, and Western
influences into a distinctive style. Its
mission is to revive significant musical
compositions by incorporating traditional
instruments like the Adongo from South
Sudan, the Kora from Mali, the Tanbur
from Sudan, and the Oud, along with
various African percussion instruments.
Under the direction of Maestro Ahmed
Shama, the orchestra strives to foster
cultural understanding by uniting
professional musicians and young
individuals from diverse backgrounds.
This creates a vibrant environment that
embodies shared human values and
builds bridges through the universal
language of music.

Sharjah Book Authority
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD SPEAKER SERIES -
NIGERIAN NOVELIST WOLE
SOYINKA: IN THE LIGHT OF
THE WORD

21:00 — 22:00 Inan engaging dialogue with
Nigerian playwright, poet, writer,
Wole Soyinka“ and novelist Wole Soyinka, Layla

"Host: Layla Mohamed Mohamed, Soyinka will explore
the multifaceted nature of African
identity, which transcends
geographical borders and is
deeply rooted in the cultures
and traditions of the continent’s
peoples. Through personal
stories and insights from his
seven-decade career as a
writer, Soyinka will discuss the
relationship between language
and identity, and the evolution of
the spoken and written word.

Main Stage Sharjah Book Authority

All ages

AFRICAN DRUMS
21:30 - 22:00
All age groups

“Intriguing performances
combining various African
percussions and traditional
dances style.

Outdoor venue Sharjah Book Authority
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LIVE COOKING SESSION
Her love for Nigerian cuisine

18:30-19:30
and exceptional skills will

Wana Udobang - Nigeria  captivate you. Join Chef
Wana Udobang for a session
filled with flavor and passion.

University City Hall / Sharjah Book Authority

Parking area
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FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES

16:00 -17:00

Umar Abubakar Sidi*
“ Host: Wendy Njoroge

All ages

Main Stage

17:00 - 17:30

All age groups

Outdoor venue

17:30 - 18:30

7 years and above

Workshop area

In this lively discussion,
Wendy Njoroge will delve

into Umar Abubakar Sidi’s
The Incredible Dreams of
Garba Dakaskus-- a mystical
tale about the power of
knowledge, literature, and

the mysteries of magic. The
conversation will focus on the
local and alien philosophies
and culture found in this time-
bending collection of surreal
tales about one man’s quest
to uncover the truth of his
existence.

Sharjah Book Authority

“Intriguing performances
combining various African
percussions and traditional
dances style.

Sharjah Book Authority

“This workshop explores

the beauty and cultural
significance of African pottery
while allowing participants to
design and paint their own
miniature clay pots inspired by
traditional African art.”

Sharjah Book Authority
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17:30-18:30

Cheryl Ntumy*

Wole Talabi

Tendai Huchu

"Host: Layla Mohamed

All ages
Main Stage
19:00 - 20:00

7 years and above

Workshop area

19:30-20:30

Mara Menzies*
"Host: Lola Shoneyin

All ages

Main Stage

In this panel discussion
featuring prominent African
writers of speculative fiction,
Layla Mohamed will explore
the concept of Wakanda and
its broader implications for
storytelling in the genres of
science fiction and fantasy.
This event will explore the rich
tapestry of African histories,
imagined futures, and the
characters that extend
commercialised portrayals.
Notable guests will share
their thoughts on how African
stories can reveal hidden
narratives and shape global
perceptions.

Sharjah Book Authority

“This creative workshop

uses storytelling stones to
spark imaginative storytelling
while exploring African oral
traditions. Participants create
their own stones symbolising
a key element of a story

or a personal experience.
Combining artistic expression
with storytelling techniques,
creating a fun and meaningful
activity for all ages.”

Sharjah Book Authority

An interactive event hosted
by acclaimed storyteller

Mara Menzies who weaves
together rich narratives that
blend cultural tales with
personal experiences. This
session encourages audience
participation, inviting you to
explore the power of stories
in connecting us all. Perfect
for families and adullts alike,
prepare to be captivated by
Mara’s spellbinding voice and
vibrant style.

Sharjah Book Authority
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AFRICAN JEWELLERY

MAKING
20:15 - 21:15

6 -12 years

Workshop area

“In this beaded jewellery
workshop, kids design and
create bracelets, necklaces,
or anklets using colourful
African beads.”

Sharjah Book Authority

BOOK TALK - AFTERLIVES

21:00-22:00

Abdulrazag Gurnah*
“Host: Eman Al Yousef

All ages

Main Stage

A packed evening with

Nobel Prize-winning author
Abdulrazak Gurnah as he
discusses his acclaimed
novels with the writer Eman
Al Yousef. Traversing themes
of migration and belonging,
this conversation will look into
Gurnah'’s literary journey. It
will provide insights into the
inspiration behind his stunning
stories, marked by his deep
empathy for his characters,
especially when exploring the
emotional and psychological
effects of cultural dislocation.

Sharjah Book Authority

LIVE COOKING SESSION

18:30 - 19:30
Lillian Elidah - Zambia

University City Hall /
Parking area

Enjoy delightful Zambian
recipes with Chef Lillian Elidh
today at the Cookery Corner!

Sharjah Book Authority
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0126 | Cullll ogull

16:00 -17:00

Peter Kimani*
Host: Abdul Kareem
"Hanif

All ages
Main Stage
17:30 - 18:30

7 years and above

Workshop area

17:30-18:30

Abdulaziz Aimusallam*
Kenanao Phele

Ifeoma Esiri

Host: Mariam Al Hashimi

All ages

Main Stage

A dialogue between Abdul
Kareem Hanif and Kenyan writer
Peter Kimani about Dance of the
Jakaranda. This novel reimagines
the circumstances that brought
black, brown and white men
together to lay the railroad that
heralded the birth of Kenya. This
event will touch on the impact and
fall-out of colonisation in Africa,
whilst exploring the themes of
ownership, displacement and
resilience.

Sharjah Book Authority

In this beaded jewellery workshop,
kids design and create bracelets,
necklaces, or anklets using colourful
African beads.

Sharjah Book Authority

An insightful panel discussion dedicated
to exploring innovative strategies for
establishing institutions that foster
alove for reading. Experts in library
studies and community builders from
Africa and the United Arab Emirates will
share their experiences, highlighting
the vital role that libraries, schools, and
community projects play in creating a
reading culture. In this discussion, we'll
hear about best practices, successful
models, and collaborative efforts that

engage diverse populations.

Sharjah Book Authority
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19:00 - 20:00

7 years and above

Workshop area

19:30-20:30

Petina Gappah*
"Host: Olaokun Soyinka

All ages

Main Stage

20:15-21:15

7 years and above

Workshop area

This workshop introduces
children to the enchanting
world of African folktales,
teaching them of timeless
wisdom, humour, and life
lessons passed down through
generations. This interactive
storytelling session includes
the telling of folktales from
various regions such as West
Africa’s Anansi the Spider
stories, the animal tales of
Southern Africa, and the
myths of the Maasai people
from East Africa.

Sharjah Book Authority

Experience a fascinating
cultural encounter as Olaokun
Soyinka interviews renowned
Zimbabwean author Petina
Gappah. They will take

an in-depth look at her
groundbreaking novel Out of
Darkness Shining Light, which
follows a group of Africans
who transport the remains

of explorer David Livingstone
across treacherous terrain

. This conversation will also
explore Gappah’s love of
history and its significance

as a source of inspiration in
her literary career, offering a
glimpse into her upcoming
works.

Sharjah Book Authority

“This creative workshop

uses storytelling stones to
spark imaginative storytelling
while exploring African oral
traditions. Participants create
their own stones symbolising
a key element of a story

or a personal experience.
Combining artistic expression
with storytelling techniques,
creating a fun and meaningful
activity for all ages.”

Sharjah Book Authority
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21:00-22:00

Ann Masina

All ages

Main Stage

21:30 - 22:00

All age groups

Outdoor venue

18:30 - 19:30

University City Hall /

Parking area

An enchanting evening

as the captivating Ann
Masina as she graces

the stage, blending

her operatic brilliance
with the sounds of

the South African

people. Experience an
extraordinary journey
where traditional rhythms
intertwine with Masina’s
soaring vocals, creating a
mesmerising atmosphere.
This unique event will
celebrate the rich cultural
tapestry of South Africa,
showcasing its musical
heritage through Masina’s
voice.

Sharjah Book Authority

“Intriguing performances
combining various
African percussions and
traditional dances style.

Sharjah Book Authority

In a unique event, Chef
Ebaneck Shamberline
from Cameroon will
showcase a traditional
African recipe. She will
unveil the secrets behind
crafting a vibrant and
flavourful dish, using fresh
ingredients and unique
spices that highlight

the essence of African
cuisine. Attendees

will have the chance

to dive into authentic
cooking techniques while
exploring the rich and
diverse cultural tapestry
of Africa.

Sharjah Book Authority
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ulajgell Iililles
FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES

16:00-17:00

Yvonne Owuor*
Host: Amyn Bawa-Al-
"lah

All ages

Main Stage

17:00 - 17:30

All age groups

Outdoor venue

17:30 - 18:30

years and above 7

Workshop area

A captivating conversation,
Amyn Bawa-Allah will speak
to Yvonne Owuor’s The
Dragonfly Sea which explores
the vastness, complexity,
and richness of East Africa’s
cultural world. Amyn will
explore Owuor’s stunning
mix of Islamic and African
cultural traditions which are
woven together in the novel.
With her rich and beautifully
drawn characters, Yvonne will
share insights into her writing
process and the significance
of African narratives in global
literature.

Sharjah Book Authority

“Intriguing performances
combining various African
percussions and traditional
dances style.

Sharjah Book Authority

“This workshop explores

the beauty and cultural
significance of African pottery
while allowing participants to
design and paint their own
miniature clay pots inspired by
traditional African art.”

Sharjah Book Authority
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17:30-18:30

“Fatima Bala
Chika Unigwe
Nnamdi Ehirim
Saleha Obaid”
“Host: Sheikha
Al-Mutairi “

All ages

Main Stage

19:00 - 20:00

years and above 7

Workshop area

19:30-20:30

Jennifer Makumbi*

"Host: Wana Udobang

All ages

Main Stage

An enlightening panel
discussion where esteemed
authors and literary scholars
explore the process of
creating characters that
authentically capture the
complexities of African and
Middle Eastern cultures.
Through engaging dialogue
and powerful storytelling, the
panelists will share their views
on representation, and tell
us how they craft relatable,
enduring characters that
reflect real-life experiences.

Sharjah Book Authority

This creative workshop

uses storytelling stones to
spark imaginative storytelling
while exploring African oral
traditions. Participants create
their own stones symbolising
a key element of a story

or a personal experience.
Combining artistic expression
with storytelling techniques,
creating a fun and meaningful
activity for all ages.

Sharjah Book Authority

Poet Wana Udobang will be in
conversation with acclaimed
Ugandan author Jennifer
Makumbi. Globally known
for her sweeping narratives
and poignant short stories,
Makumbi will discuss about
her award-winning novel The
First Woman, a seminal work
which explores the themes
of identity, historyy and
culture, while sharing insights
on her writing and raft of
unforgettable characters she
has given the world.

Sharjah Book Authority
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AFRICAN FOLK TALES

20:15 - 21:15

years and above 7

Workshop area

MUSICAL LIVE

This workshop introduces children

to the enchanting world of African
folktales, teaching them of timeless
wisdom, humour, and life lessons
passed down through generations. This
interactive storytelling session includes
the telling of folktales from various
regions such as West Africa’s Anansi
the Spider stories, the animal tales of
Southern Africa, and the myths of the
Maasai people from East Africa.

Sharjah Book Authority

PERFORMANCE

20:30 - 21:00
Al Multaga Orchestra
All ages

Main Stage

AlMultaga Orchestra provides a fresh
musical experience that seamlessly
integrates African, Arab, and Western
influences into a distinctive style. Its
mission is to revive significant musical
compositions by incorporating traditional
instruments like the Adongo from South
Sudan, the Kora from Mali, the Tanbur
from Sudan, and the Oud, along with
various African percussion instruments.
Under the direction of Maestro Ahmed
Shama, the orchestra strives to foster
cultural understanding by uniting
professional musicians and young
individuals from diverse backgrounds.
This creates a vibrant environment that
embodies shared human values and
builds bridges through the universal
language of music.

Sharjah Book Authority

POETRY READINGS - VOICES

UNBOUND
21:00-22:00

Wana Udobang*”

Ali Al-Abdan

Maryam Bukar
Mohammed Al Habsi
Deborah Johnson

Dami Ajayi

"Host: Sheikha Al-Mutairi

All ages
Main Stage

An evening of lyrical artistry
with gifted poets from across
Africa and the UAE. This
event features a diverse lineup
of voices expressing their
experiences and perspectives
in their engaging styles that
transcend borders.

Sharjah Book Authority

LIVE COOKING SESSION

18:30 - 19:30
0Ozoz Sokoh - Nigeria

Bread and Akara /1*
Papaya chutney /3
“Green lettuce salad /4

University City Hall / Parking area

For African cuisine
enthusiasts, this live cooking
session will tantalize your
taste buds as Chef Ozoz
Sokoh prepares Nigerian
recipes!

Sharjah Book Authority
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