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The Africa Institute presents the scholarly conference

Ethiopia: Modern Nation - Ancient Roots, originally planned for
March 2020 in Africa Hall but postponed due to COVID-19, the web
conference will now take place from 17 to 25 October 2020.

ETHIOPIA: MODERN NATION - ANCIENT ROOTS

Ethiopia: Modern Nation - Ancient Roots calls for a range of
interdisciplinary scholars to consider issues of Ethiopian modernity
within a national and international context. In many areas including,
but not limited to, Ethiopia’s image as a sovereign black nation
influenced and came to dominate debates on movements that
ranged from Pan-Africanism to Afrocentrism in the twentieth
century. The conference aims to bring forth a transnational
epistemological paradigm that can shed light on the current
political, cultural and intellecvtual complexities of Africa’s oldest
independent nation-state.

There is much in Ethiopia’s cultural and political identity that
contemporary audiences will find inspiring. For instance, while

the colonial thesis argues that Africa is singularly the invention

of European colonialism, the non-colonial thesis in Ethiopian
scholarship sees Ethiopia through the lens of exceptionalism, that
Ethiopia which was never colonized, is in rather than of Africa. Yet,
Ethiopia has been a symbol of pride for black people in the African
continent and its global diaspora. As the late African American
scholar William Scott has stated, “By the last half of the previous
century it had become a mostly dead and dismissed doctrine,
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but the biblically based ideology of race deliverance and destiny
now known as Ethiopianism had inspired black people belonging
to Protestant faiths in parts of the African diaspora for almost 250
years." Ethiopianism has a long history which Scott chronologically
enumerated as: Proto-Ethiopianism 1700-1800, Institutionalized
Ethiopianism 1800-1830, Classical Ethiopianism 1830-1865,
Post-Emancipation Ethiopianism 1865-1915, New Negro
Ethiopianism 1915-1930, Messianic Ethiopianism 1930-1945

and Modern Ethiopianism 1945-Present.

The late African American scholar, W. E. B. Du Bois had taken a
keen interest in developing a productive relationship between
Ethiopians and African Americans as Ethiopia represented for him
the desire for decolonization and Pan-Africanist consciousness.

By integrating the history of the Nile Valley civilizations into the
Ethiopian past, Du Bois had attempted to incorporate Ethiopia
into the broader field of Black/Africana studies. Most importantly,
DuBois did not have an esoteric reading of the historical relations
that took place in the Nile Valley. Rather, he posits the Nile Valley
as, what Fikru Gebrekidan calls, “civilizational crossroads.” DuBois
writes the following in 1915: “The intercourse of Africa with Arabia
and other parts of Asia has been so close and long- continued
that it is impossible to-day to disentangle the blood relationships.’
Unfortunately, the field of Ethiopian studies did not live up to

Du Bois’ vision of Black/Africana studies and modern historians
have cut the history of the Nile Valley away from the history of
Africa dismissing any connection between the two.
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Foreword

As much as it helps to debunk Eurocentric assumptions that places
Ethiopia/Africa in the zone of passivity and to relocate Ethiopian
studies in black studies, the DuBoisian perspective, particularly the
earlier parlance, can serve as a mode of thinking to study Ethiopia
as a crossroad that accounts for its peoples’ historical material
relations with the rest of Africa, the black diaspora, the Arab world,
and Asia, notwithstanding their vexed relation with the West.

Indeed, the process by which Ethiopian political identity became
intertwined with the political identity of continental Africa was
spearheaded by Emperor Haile Selassie, and a handful of
Ethiopian diplomats who acclimated Ethiopia's educated classes
with Pan-African consciousness and ideology. However, even
with the establishment of the Organization of the African Unity
(OAU)- currently known as The African Union (AU) - in 1963 in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s transcendent and temporal relationship
to people of African descent was and continues to be ambiguous.
Most importantly, assumptions about Ethiopia as a nation and
with distinct identity continue to operate within an insular statist
historiography that engages history and culture without the
theoretically eclectic and interdisciplinary currents of colonial
studies. This perspective has not only sterilized intellectual
discussions and research but also impoverished political practice.

The absence of a Pan-Africanist vision and a presence of a colonial
political domination have indeed complicated the Ethiopian quest
for a modern postcolonial identity. Still the tumultuous political
history of Ethiopia in the 20th and 21st centuries has also produced
knowledge that speaks, albeit obliquely, to the historical, political
and ethical problems of the effects of colonialism. For instance,

in visual arts and literature contemporary artists and writers have
inspired as well as mobilized vigorous inquiries into the lives

and experiences of Ethiopians as products of complex histories

of power relations. Their concern about the urban revolution that
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has affected millions of lives, for example, questions Ethiopian
urbanism'’s strategy of privilege and exclusion, as well as its
long-term implications. The works of Michael Tsegaye, Helen Zeru
and Berhanu Ashagrie, as well as writers like Bewketu Seyoum

and Shimelis Bonsa, among many contemporary artists and

writers, feature forms of dominance and exclusion in the context

of urbanism. Certainly these types of political concerns have

also resonated among musicians and performers generating an
important resource to critiques of inequalities and to call of equality
and social justice.

In the late-twentieth and early-twenty-first centuries, Ethiopians
have also experienced an unprecedented level of migration and
have created new diasporas that have shaped how Ethiopians at
home and abroad have imagined themselves and forged new
identifications. Ethiopians now have large diasporic communities
in North America, Europe, in addition to a sizable population

in the Horn of Africa and the Middle East, a population that is
contending with pressing contemporary questions of migration,
race, and citizenship. Concerns arose in relations to such condition
have influenced the work of diaspora Ethiopian artists such as
novelists Dinaw Mengestu, Maaza Mengiste or filmmakers such as
Haile Gerima and Yemane Demissie, who have provided us with
narratives that put in relief the record number of Ethiopians who
have left their country in the last half century. This new body of work
opens up a critical space to think through questions of diaspora
from the vantage of Ethiopian studies, and to think about the
Ethiopian diaspora from the vantage point of Africana studies.

This conference, therefore, aims to investigate the history of
Ethiopia in and of itself, and its complex relationship to the histories
of the African continent, the wider African diaspora, and the world
at large.



The conference consists of twelve sessions arranged across

six days. Speakers include:

Surafel Wondimu Abebe
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Helen Zeru Araya
Artist

Semeneh Ayalew Asfaw
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Yonas Ashine
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Serawit Bekele Debele
Max Plank Institute, Germany

Yemane Demissie
New York University, USA

Donald L. Donham
University of California, Davis,
USA

Aida Edemariam
Journalist and Writer

Tibebe Eshete
College of Wooster, Ohio, USA

Girma T. Fantaye
Journalist and Writer

Fikru Negash Gebrekidan
St. Thomas University,
Fredericton, Canada

Adom Getachew
University of Chicago, USA

Elizabeth W. Giorgis
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Shimelis Bonsa Gulema
SUNY Stony Brook University,
USA

Salah M. Hassan

The Africa Institute,
Sharjah, UAE

Cornell University, USA

Ishion Hutchinson
Cornell University, USA

Asnake Kefale
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Fouad Makki
Cornell University, USA

Salem Mekuria
Filmmaker and Wellesley
College, Massachusetts, USA

Julie Mehretu
Artist

Takele Merid
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Aida Muluneh
Artist and Founder of Addis
Foto Fest

Nadia Nurhussein
Johns Hopkins Krieger School
of Arts and Sciences, USA

Raymond Silverman
University of Michigan, USA
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Sehin Teferra
Setaweet Movement

Netsanet Gebremichael
Weldesenbet

Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Luleadey Tadesse Worku
Qatar University

Dagmawi Woubshet
University of Pennsylvania, USA

Ezra Abate Yimam
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia

Dagmawi Yimer

Filmmaker and co-founder,
Archivio delle Memorie Migranti
(Migrant Memory Archive)

Elleni Centime Zeleke
Columbia University, USA

Bahru Zewde
Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia
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UAE Time
5:30 pm -
6:00 pm

Introductory Remarks

Hoor Al Qasimi, President, Sharjah Art Foundation and
The Africa Institute

Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

Elizabeth W. Giorgis - Associate Professor of Theory and
Criticism, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Dagmawi Woubshet - Ahuja Family Presidential Associate
Professor of English, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Surafel Wondimu Abebe - Assistant Professor at the Centre
for African Studies and Researcher at the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Ethiopia: Modern Nation - Ancient Roots

UAE Time Session 1

6:00 pm - Exceptionalism and Historiography of Ethiopia

8:00

pm Moderator & Discussant:

Tibebe Eshete - Pocock Family Distinguished Visiting Assistant
Professor of History, The College of Wooster, Ohio, USA

UAE Time Keynote 1

8:15 pm - Ethiopia: Symbol of Black Dignity and Independence

9:15 pm

Bahru Zewde - Emeritus Professor of History, Addis Ababa
University, Ethiopia




Program Schedule

UAE Time Session 2

6:00 pm - Ethiopia and the Black Diasporic Imagination

8:00 pm Moderator & Discussant:
Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

UAE Time Session 3

8:15 pm - Tumultuous Times: Ethiopia Revolution and Derg Years

10:15 pm

Moderator & Discussant:
Shimelis Bonsa Gulema - Associate Professor of Modern African
History and Politics, SUNY Stony Brook University, New York, USA

Ethiopia: Modern Nation - Ancient Roots

UAE Time
6:00 pm -
7:00 pm

(I

Films will be
streamed on

The Africa Institute
website

UAE Time
7:30 pm -
8:30 pm

=

Films will be
streamed on

The Africa Institute
website

Film Screening + Talk
Spacial and Other Memories: Meskel Square's Contribution

Square Stories Trilogy
201075 mins

Ye Wonz Maibel - Deluge
1997 | 61 mins

Directed by Salem Mekuria

Film Screening + Talk
The Modern Archive

Twilight Revelations: The Life and Times of Emperor
Haile Selassie
2009 | 58 mins

Directed by Yemane Demissie
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Ethiopia: Modern Nation - Ancient Roots

UAE Time Session 4

6:00 pm - Artist Focus: A Dialogue with Julie Mehretu

7:00 pm Moderator & Discussant:
Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

UAE Time Session 5

7:30 pm - The State of Visual Art in Ethiopia: A Roundtable

9:00 pm

Moderator & Discussant:

Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

UAE Time Session 6

6:00 pm - Writing Ethiopia: Identity and the Literary Imagination

8:00 pm Moderator & Discussant:
Elizabeth W. Giorgis - Associate Professor of Theory and
Criticism, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

UAE Time Session 7

8:15 pm - Modernity and Memory: Ethiopia’s Histories

10:15 pm

Moderator & Discussant:

Surafel Wondimu Abebe - Assistant Professor at the Centre
for African Studies and Researcher at the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
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Session 1
Exceptionalism and Historiography of Ethiopia

Keynote 1
Ethiopia: Symbol of Black Dignity and Independence

UAE Time Session 8 Session 2
5:00 pm - Diasporic Ethiopia: Migration and Exile Ethiopia and the Black Diasporic Imagination
7:00 pm

Moderator & Discussant:

Dagmawi Woubshet - Ahuja Family Presidential Associate
L Professor of English, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Films will be

streamed on
The Africa Institute Film Screening + Talk

website Spacial and Other Memories: Meskel Square's Contribution

Session 3
Tumultuous Times: Ethiopia Revolution
and Derg Years

Film Screening + Talk

UAE Time Keynote 2 The Modern Archive
7:15 pm - Beyond Exceptionalism: Ethiopia in the History of ;
8:15 pm International Law Session 4

Artist Focus: A Dialogue with Julie Mehretu
Adom Getachew - Neubauer Family Assistant Professor of
Political Science and the College, University of Chicago, USA Session 5
The State of Visual Art in Ethiopia:
A Roundtable

Session 6
Writing Ethiopia: Identity and the Literary Imagination

Session 7
Modernity and Memory: Ethiopia’s Histories

Session 8
Diasporic Ethiopia: Migration and Exile

Keynote 2
Beyond Exceptionalism: Ethiopia in the History
of International Law
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Session 1
EXCEPTIONALISM AND HISTORIOGRAPHY
OF ETHIOPIA

Moderator and Discussant:
Tibebe Eshete - Pocock Family Distinguished Visiting Assistant
Professor of History, The College of Wooster, Ohio, USA

Historicizing the Present: Contesting Culture and Power
in Contemporary Ethiopia

Fouad Makki - Associate Professor of Development Sociology,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

This paper seeks to explore contestations over history and memory

in contemporary Ethiopia. Central to this contestation is the very
meaning of Ethiopia itself, its identity as an ‘imperial’ or ‘national’
formation, and the implications of each for how relations between
culture and power, state and citizen are conceived and imagined.

The immediate catalyst for this is a particular crisis of state legitimacy
and the unprecedented expansion of the public sphere facilitated by
newly proliferating media of communication. In this highly charged
conjuncture, where the connections between past, present, and

future are being reconfigured, the boundaries between popular and
professional histories - and the place of particular peoples within them
- are also shifting. In this sense, the political urgency and anxiety of
the current moment have turned the past into a particularly contested
site of identity formation, a way of rooting oneself in an uncertain and
rapidly changing present.

Epistemic and Material Violence: Unsettling Ethiopian
Exceptionalisms

Surafel Wondimu Abebe - Assistant Professor at the Centre for
African Studies and Researcher at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies,
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Many Ethiopians, particularly those who have accumulated
discursive and material privileges from the hegemonic narratives of
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exceptionalism, posit the country as birigiye (unique) for manifold
reasons. It is a reality that Ethiopian exceptionalism is a multipronged
and/or paradoxical narrative that has shaped global-local social
relations as the historical material conditions shaped it. However, it

is time to uncover the claim and any imposition of homogeneity on
the subject of Ethiopian exceptionalism. Drawing and building on
Mahmood Mamdani’s theorization of South Africa’s exceptionalist
discourse, the paper asks: what other realities have been glossed over
and what other questions we are not asking due to the metanarrative
of birqiyewa (the Unique) Ethiopia? In particular, the paper poses

this query: how does Ethiopian historiography account for its general
neglect of the discussion of the theoretical and methodological issues
embedded in history writing, while at the same time, the current
political predicament and Pan-Ethiopian and ethnonationalist
discourses have been profoundly affected by the colonial/modern
rationality, progress, and science? Informed by a critical historiographic
and methodological sensibility, the discussion will contrapuntally
read the history of the present along with certain happenings of the
beginning of the twentieth century. One of the exceptionalist narratives
revolves around Ethiopia’s (Adwa) victory over the Italian colonial
power. Such narratives helped many Ethiopians to construct their
identity as people of the only uncolonized country in Africa. However,
there were Ethiopian intellectuals who questioned their country’s
independence in the wake of the victory of Adwa (1896). In so doing,
those intellectuals unsettled the epistemic and material workings

of colonialism and the coloniality of power. Nevertheless, the act of
making and unmaking exceptional Ethiopia unfolds in the twenty-first
century without accounting for the old and new mechanisms of the
raced-gendered-sexed global capital.

Beyond Exceptionalism: Interrogating the Entangled Making of
Modern Ethiopia

Shimelis Bonsa Gulema - Associate Professor of Modern African
History and Politics, SUNY Stony Brook University, New York, USA

‘Exceptionalism’ was a foundational notion that shaped Ethiopia’s
‘national’ psychology, the nature of the Ethiopian state, the conduct
of politics and diplomacy, and not least the production of knowledge.
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The ‘paradigm of difference; which organized discourses about
Ethiopia, within and outside of the country, operates at various levels of
othering, using material and cultural progress as criteria. This narrative
of singularity, which Ethiopia had a part in creating and sustaining,
fragmented the polity, alienated the country, and mystified the
understanding of it. While underscoring the significance of the notion,
this paper seeks to shift analysis of Ethiopia’s purported exceptionalism
or independence, which is incomplete, or its dependence, which is
largely incoherent, to its ambivalence - its simultaneous embrace

and rejection of the West and its modernity — and its entangled
development as a result of its complicated historical location. Injecting
coloniality and global capital into the discussion of the making of
modern Ethiopia is crucial. Complicating the discussion by recognizing
the specificities of the Ethiopian experience is equally essential.

This paper uses contemporary debates about Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s
capital, to interrogate the effects and limits of the notion of
exceptionalism.

Reading Afework’s Tobbiya, Troubling the Ethiopian
(Imagi)nation

Serawit Bekele Debele - Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Max
Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity,
Germany

Hailing it as Ethiopia’s contemporary foundational myth, Yonas
Admasu posits that Tobbiya picks off from where Kebri Négist leaves
us and yet radically departs from it. One of the manifestations of its
departure is that Ethiopia is imagined in Tobbiya as one in which its
“diverse” communities live in harmony, albeit under the hegemonic
Orthodox Christian rubric. In an attempt to push the limits of diversity
(and/or interrogate the notion), this presentation does a close (re)
reading of Tobbiya. It asks: what does it look like to read Tobbiya- and
through it, the idea of Ethiopia-in the lenses of gender and sexuality?
By foregrounding the female protagonist Tobbiya as an iconoclast, this
presentation “troubles” historiography. In this usage, to trouble means
to center gender and sexuality-aspects that seems to be off-center- and
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thereby unsettle the heteropatriarchal (imagi)nation and discourses
that feed it.

Keynote 1
ETHIOPIA: SYMBOL OF BLACK DIGNITY AND
INDEPENDENCE

Bahru Zewde - Emeritus Professor of History, Addis Ababa
University, Ethiopia

On 1 March 1896, Ethiopian forces led by Emperor Menelik achieved

a historic victory over Italian colonial incursion at the Battle of Adwa.
That victory put an end to Italian colonial aspirations over Ethiopia
and ensured the continued existence of Ethiopia as an independent
sovereign state. Moreover, it was one of the factors that inspired the
Pan-Africanist movement, which held its first congress in 1900. When
Fascist Italy once again invaded Ethiopia in 1935 intending to erase

the shameful memory of Adwa, that act galvanized the black world
around Ethiopia as few other events have done before or since. The
wave of solidarity for Ethiopia that the Fascist invasion provoked has
been likened to the anti-apartheid movement of the second half of the
twentieth century. Not only were there various fund-raising events, but
thousands of volunteers expressed their readiness to fight on the side of
Ethiopia.

After Ethiopia’s liberation from Fascist Italian occupation in 1941,
Emperor Haile Selassie began to play a prominent role in African affairs
by initiating a policy of awarding scholarships to students from other
African countries and acting as a mediator between the two camps

who had contrasting visions of continental unity. This mediatory role
resulted in the holding of a summit in Addis Ababa in May 1963, which
culminated in the birth of the Organization of African Unity (OAU),
upgraded into the African Union (AU) in 2002.
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While Ethiopia was celebrated and venerated abroad, some critical
local Ethiopian voices began to rise as early as the first decade of the
twentieth century. Reformist intellectuals started to voice concern
that Ethiopia’s independence would be short-lived if it were not
accompanied by modernity. They recommended a host of reforms
ranging from the institutionalization of governance to the expansion
of education and the assurance of social justice. The gentle prodding
of these pioneers of change was amplified by the Ethiopian student
movement in the 1960s and 1970s, which argued stridently for
revolution rather than reform. The outcome was the Ethiopian
Revolution of 1974, which opened a new chapter in Ethiopian history
and its relations with Africa.

Session 2
ETHIOPIA AND THE BLACK DIASPORIC
IMAGINATION

Moderator and Discussant:

Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

Unmarked Treasure: Du Bois and his 1930 “Memorandum” to
the Ethiopian Government

Fikru Negash Gebrekidan - Associate Professor of History,

St. Thomas University, Fredericton, Canada

In August 1930, W. E. B. Du Bois met with two Ethiopian government
representatives at his NAACP office in New York City. This paper
analyzes the follow-up document to that encounter. In an eight-page
letter to the Ethiopian visitors, which the NAACP host referred to as
“A Memorandum,” Du Bois provided a development policy blueprint.
It was the first time that an American reader of Ethiopian events came
up with political and economic recommendations. The paper will
argue that a critical reappraisal of this little-known document is in
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order on various grounds. First, the document shows how much Du
Bois’s vision of the Ethiopian renaissance mirrored his earlier model
of black self-uplift, namely the infusion of the “talented tenth” into

a Pan-African development scheme. Second, in the document, Du
Bois not only acquaints the Ethiopian government with the emergent
spirit of Pan-Africanism, but his broad remarks about the underlying
anti-colonial sentiments in India, China, and Japan can also be read
as an anticipation of future South-South relations. Third, Du Bois’s
lukewarm tone toward the Lake Tana dam construction, which the
Ethiopian government was to finance with loans from Western banks,
can be appreciated as an early warning against the slippery slope

of neocolonial dependency. Finally, in terms of more concrete and
immediate results, the document can be further studied whether its
recommendations had any practical bearing on Ethiopian economic
and political reforms of the early 1930s, such as the government’s
indefinite suspension of the Lake Tana dam project.

"Running to Paradise” Is a Personal Narrative of a Journey

to Lalibela, Ethiopia

Ishion Hutchinson - Associate Professor, Graduate Writing Program,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

Ethiopia: paradise, homeland. That is how Rastafarians in Jamaica
since the 1930s have imagined it—the landscape to be redeemed as the
most sacred counter to slavery’s dispossession, very much in direct
contradistinction from West Africa, the origin point of the majority

of slaves. What does it mean then to arrive in Ethiopia, specifically to
one of its most sacred sites, Lalibela, with such a heritage? The traveler
finds the lived encounter with the redemptive landscape, its distant
geography with its ancient and contemporary history and its rituals

to be a heightened form of remembrance; a blurring of homes, and
discovers, indeed, what Naipaul once wrote, “all landscapes are in the
end only in the imagination; to be faced with the reality is to

start again.”
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Martial Ethiopianism in Verse

Nadia Nurhussein - Associate Professor, English and Africana
Studies, Johns Hopkins Krieger School of Arts and Sciences,
Baltimore, Maryland, USA

I argue in this paper that the paradox of imperial Ethiopianism—that
is, a reverential attitude toward the Ethiopian regal line existing side
by side but at odds with a democratic and collective approach to black
solidarity—runs throughout African American poetry of the 1930s
dealing with Ethiopia. Poets as varied as J. Harvey L. Baxter, Melvin
B. Tolson, and countless others wrote verse intended as calls to action,
encouraging readers to rally in support of the Ethiopian cause, but
they often did so through the praising of exemplary regal icons despite
ostensibly fighting for justice and equality. In many cases, these regal
icons of the 1930s were depicted in their roles as soldiers. The title of
this talk gestures toward this ideological perspective: a pan-African/
black nationalist perspective filtered through the bifocal lenses of
militarism and imperialism.

Session 3
TUMULTUOUS TIMES: ETHIOPIA REVOLUTION
AND DERG YEARS

Moderator & Discussant:
Shimelis Bonsa Gulema - Associate Professor of Modern African
History and Politics, SUNY Stony Brook University, New York, USA

Revolution as Art, Art as Revolution
Donald L. Donham - Distinguished Research Professor of
Anthropology, University of California, Davis, USA

Perhaps the most important recent development in Ethiopian Studies
is the efflorescence of new work in the humanities and arts. This paper
will attempt to tie together these new developments with older work
in cultural anthropology and history. It will intend to focus on a series
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of related concepts—the modern, modernist, modernity—that recur
in both new and older works. To some extent, the paper will return
to issues raised by the author’s book, Marxist Modern, published in
1999, based on fieldwork in southern Ethiopia during the 1970s and
80s. There are a few things that will be done differently today and
explaining those will allow the consideration of some broad patterns
in Ethiopian history and beyond. The crucial pattern that the paper
will emphasize is the historical feeling of “being behind,” of living in
exhausted times.

The quest for an alternative, for the “modern,” seems often to develop
out of this structure of feeling. But it represents by no means a clear
rejection of the past. Rather, the modern comes entangled with other
concerns like “tradition” and even the “anti-modern.” To understand
these entanglements, the paper suggests that we turn to Russian
literary theorist Mikhail Bakhtin’s notion of the chronotope—a
particular binding of space and time in discourse that establishes the
shape of a narrative, in this case, the narrative of the nation. Modern
chronotopes typically look across space to discover a livelier future, to
uncover some secret of progress, and they interact with other ways of
representing space-time.

The stakes of art and social revolution are, of course, vastly different.
However, what the paper suggests is that both share certain
commonalities such that looking at one may inform the other.

The Ethiopian Revolution as Rupture or Continuity?

Elleni Centime Zeleke - Assistant Professor of African Studies,
Columbia University, New York, USA

How can we name the historical processes that have led to
contemporary political forms in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa?
Was the Ethiopian revolution of 1974 an aberration or part of the
process of creating the modern Ethiopian nation-state that began
with Minilik in the late 19th century? Is the Ethiopian nation-state
the continuity of something ancient or new? This paper argues that
the questions posed by the Ethiopian student movement of the 1960s
and 1970s and that led to the Ethiopian revolution of 1974 must be
understood as part of the process of making sense of the scramble for
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Africa—a process that affected so-called independent Ethiopia as it did
the formally colonized.

Popular Youth Self-Activity and the Criminalization of Urban
Space in Addis Ababa: 1974

Semeneh Ayalew Asfaw - Researcher at the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

In its attempt to monopolize “change,” the Derg started a vigorous
campaign of criminalizing urban spaces in the months following June
1974. When the Derg seized state power in September, by deposing
Haile Selassie I, it stepped up its assault on youth self-activity beyond
attacking organized political activity and by targeting cultural life and
public spaces, especially of the youth. Through the criminalization of
urban space, what the Derg did was assail the cultural bulwark of rebel
young sensibility and subjecthood. That was done particularly through
the control of the superfluous energies of the unwaged youth— the
unemployed, vagrants, students, sex workers, and such urban young
subjects. The aim was to contain the young and recalcitrant elements
of the Addis Ababa society. Criminalizing urban space would continue
to be the hallmark of Derg’s strategy of social control and the most
characteristic means by which it enforced the tacit cooperation of

the urban populace. The urban protest movement of the Ethiopian
revolution carried mainly through organized petitioning and strike
actions in the five months between February and June declined in

the months after. In this moment, the section that was too difficult to
contain for the Derg were the unwaged youth and school students who
shared the same physical spaces of the city and had common social
ties—the shay betoch, khat chews, and shebeens that were the public
sites where the young— laborers, coolies, school students, vagrants,
beer brewers, and sex workers confluence. Frequenting bars and shay
betoch, chewing khat, violating curfews, operating drinking parlors,

as well as theft and other petty crimes were all targets of the Derg’s
puritanical cleanup state action.
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Film Screening + Talk
SPACIAL AND OTHER MEMORIES:
MESKEL SQUARE'S CONTRIBUTION

X Films will be streamed on The Africa Institute website

Square Stories Trilogy
2010 75 mins

Ye Wonz Maibel - Deluge
1997 | 61 mins
Directed by Salem Mekuria

Salem Mekuria - Filmmaker and Professor Emeritus, Wellesley
College, Massachusetts, USA

Dagmawi Woubshet - Ahuja Family Presidential Associate
Professor of English, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Film Screening + Talk
THE MODERN ARCHIVE

[ Films will be streamed on The Africa Institute website

Twilight Revelations: The Life and Times of Emperor Haile Selassie
2009 | 58 mins

Directed by Yemane Demissie

Yemane Demissie - Filmmaker Professor, New York University USA

Takele Merid - Director of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Elizabeth W. Giorgis - Professor of Theory and Criticism, Addis
Ababa University, Ethiopia
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Session 4
ARTIST FOCUS: A DIALOGUE WITH JULIE
MEHRETU

Moderator & Discussant:

Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

Julie Mehretu - Artist

Dagmawi Woubshet - Ahuja Family Presidential Associate Professor
of English, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Elizabeth W. Giorgis - Professor of Theory and Criticism, Addis
Ababa University, Ethiopia

Session 5
THE STATE OF VISUAL ART IN ETHIOPIA:
A ROUNDTABLE

Moderator & Discussant:

Salah M. Hassan - Director, The Africa Institute, Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director, Institute for Comparative Modernities,
Cornell University, Ithaca, USA

Aida Muluneh - Artist and Founder of Addis Foto Fest

Raymond Silverman - Professor of History of Art, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA

Helen Zeru Araya - Artist
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Session 6
WRITING ETHIOPIA: IDENTITY AND THE
LITERARY IMAGINATION

Moderator & Discussant:
Elizabeth W. Giorgis - Associate Professor of Theory and Criticism,
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Beyond the Pilgrimage: The Social and Political Dynamics of
Kulubi’s (1973) Contemporary Ethiopia

Luleadey Tadesse Worku - Senior Writing Specialist, Qatar
University, Doha, Qatar

The overall goal of this study is to examine the portrayal of
contemporary Ethiopia in the historical novel, Kulubi (1973) by
Edmond P. Murray. Undoubtedly, the genesis of the 1974 Ethiopian
revolution and its aftermath is one of the most frequently evoked
historical phenomena in the history of modern Ethiopia. The
constituents of the revolution - its political, social, and cultural milieu
seem to hold a continuing fascination for both historical studies

and fictional representations. The ongoing use of the period as a
source of inspiration for the plethora of writings in various genres is
hence indicative of its particular relevance for the present day socio-
political discourse. To adduce fictional writings as invaluable sources
that provide critical insights into the period they depict is thus to
emancipate literature from the restrictive theoretical boundaries of ‘art
for art’s sake’ and endow it with archival vitality.

Accordingly, the primary significance of this study rests in drawing
conclusions about the dominant attributes of Ethiopians and the socio-
political realities of the time, as depicted in Kulubi. Especially relevant
to this study is the spatiotemporal significance of the celebration

of St. Gabriel at Kulubi is given in revealing the social and political
facets of Ethiopia and in forming an Ethiopian microcosm. The novel’s
attempt to bring together its rather socially incompatible characters

in one space, most of whom are modeled after prominent Ethiopian
personalities, not only makes it veritably peculiar but also interesting.
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Overall, as the analysis showed, long-held prejudices of one ethnic
group against the other, a repressive political culture, and discordant
faith practices emerge as dominant features of Ethiopians in general. At
the same time, the strong female agency is emphasized as a significantly
positive attribute of Ethiopian women in that particular era.

The Sensible Death of ‘Gudu’ Kassa
Girma Tesfaw Fantaye - Journalist and Writer

Ethiopia has a long history of writing traditions. From the earliest
periods of the Sabean, Geez, and Greek stone inscriptions to the
present-day vernacular texts, it cultivates a remarkable history of
writings. The main attributes of Ethiopian writings were ecclesiastical
in contents. Ethiopian writers of the 20th century were very burdened
with the yoke of modernizing and re-imaging their ‘old’ country.

Of the literary works of the 20th century of Ethiopia, there is one

book, by Haddis Alemayehu, that epitomizes the aspiration of the few
vocal and powerful members of the intelligentsia. It is the modern
Ethiopian classic, Fiker Eske Mekabir (Love unto Crypt), and its leading
protagonist ‘Gudu’ Kassa (‘Gudu’ is translated as The Weird). One
metaphorically can declare the past century is the era of ‘Gudu Kassa.

Fiker Eske Mekabir portrayed a decaying social and political order of
traditional Ethiopia, tacitly called upon the destruction of the old order
through its protagonist ‘Gudw’ Kassa (The Weird). ‘Gudu’ Kassa lived
in self-imposed isolation among the traditional polity he abhorred
while enjoying all the privileges. As Mesay Kebede observed, “...
nowhere do we see him creating wealth by his work.” He talked of
lofty ideals and of new (alien) knowledge and insights, overlooking the
complexity of the society and its experiences he was living in.

Figuratively speaking, there is a resemblance between ‘Gudu Kassa’
and the so-called early modernizers of the 20s, the revolutionaries of
the 60s and 70s of Ethiopia, of their diagnosis of the problems of the
country, and their prescriptions for the chronic.

Ethiopia: Modern Nation - Ancient Roots

Music and Conflict Transformation: The Ethiopian Experience
Ezra Abate Yimam - Dean of the College of Performing and Visual
Arts, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Music is a primarily molding system of human life. Music-making is a
special kind of social action, which can have significant consequences
for other actions. Music is not only reflexive; it is also generative, both
as a cultural system and as human capability, the creation of new music
should contain values and power structures that are representative

of a newly formed social group. Moreover, it is an effective means of
propagating and reinforcing these new shared values through the
performing and teaching of the new music. Music did seem to have
some traceable reflexive influence on group cultural identities that
could theoretically be included in a conflict transformation scenario,

a majority of conflict transformation authors claim that long-term
successful conflict transformation requires an acceptance of divergent
cultural identities or the creation of a new shared cultural identity.
Music traditionally in Ethiopia is used for different occasions, warriors
used songs of Azmaries to encourage their fighters in the war front,
and it brings diverse groups of people into one. The paper explores
the use of music in transforming conflicts. Different music materials
were analyzed by implying qualitative data analysis. The findings of
this study reveal that music could be used as a conflict transformation
instrument, especially to reach the grass-root level, and it is a practical
resource to build shared cultural identity; because it represents the
values and power structures of the societies from which it originated.

The Wife's Tale
Aida Edemariam - Journalist and Writer

First published in 2018, Aida Edemariam’s The Wife’s Tale is an
extraordinary book that will help in opening up new narratives about
women'’s histories. The book is based on Aida’s 60-hour long
conversation with her grandmother, Yetemegnu Mekonnen (Nannye),
that spans 20 years. By situating her grandmother as a central agent,
Aida tells a story that transcends the authority of the official archive,
and its assumption to singular and credible knowledge.
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Edemariam will talk about The Wife’s Tale and how Ethiopia is written
in this extraordinary story.

Session 7
MODERNITY AND MEMORY:
ETHIOPIA'S HISTORIES

Moderator & Discussant:

Surafel Wondimu Abebe - Assistant Professor at the Centre for
African Studies and Researcher at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies,
Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Women's Reminiscences as Retrospective Openings: Women'’s
Voices On and About Ethiopian Student Movement

Netsanet Gebremichael Weldesenbet - Researcher, Institute of
Ethiopian Studies in Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

This paper examines the ways in which Ethiopian Women tell a

story of the Ethiopian Student Movement and the 1974 Ethiopian
Revolution. By examining women’s retrospective engagement in
novels, creative films and non-literary genres namely memoirs,
documentaries, oral interviews, blog posts, and academic writings,

the paper will first present the ways in which the Ethiopian Student
Movement is retrospectively described and analyzed in the works of
Konjit Berhan, Hiwot Tefera, Meaza Mengiste, Salem Mekuria, Alem
Desta, Genet Zewde, Elizabeth Wolde Giorgis, and Elleni Centime
Zelleke. Their accounts are read in this study as a form of carving out
a discursive space for a new kind of narrative about the Ethiopian
Student Movement and the Ethiopian Revolution. These accounts
narrate women’s role in the movement, raise questions about the

place women were given in narratives (accounts) of the Ethiopian
Student Movement and the Ethiopian Revolution. The paper will
argue that these acts of retrospective reminiscences by women writers,
academics, and artists illuminate how memory or acts of remembering
are in and of themselves itineraries of contemporary intellectual and
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political accounts of the past linked to the present- through pending
questions from the past. It will also argue that retrospective accounts,
as illustrated in these works, create a new kind of opening through new
tropes of descriptions, analyses, and critique. It is this re-engagement
with the Ethiopian Student Movement and the 1974 Ethiopian
Revolution from the perspective of Women’s voices that this paper
conceptualizes as retrospective openings.

Concepts in Moments of Political Openings in Ethiopia:

A Genealogical Reading of Progress from Belts’gena /
Prosperity to Seletané/Civilization

Yonas Ashine (PhD) - Assistant Professor of Political Science and
International Relations, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

The Ethiopian project of modernity, not to say modernization, have
produced numerous historical episodes. Ruptures, contingencies, and
discontinuities define and separate each historical and conceptual
episode from the other. Often “sudden conceptual shifts” differentiated
one from the other, though each shift also signifies a moment of
political openings. This project is about sudden conceptual shifts and
the emergence of new political terms and articulations in political
opportunities in Ethiopia. By grounding on the contemporary politics
of transition and political opportunity in Ethiopia, and its local,
regional and global conditions, the study explores the emergence

of belts’gena or ‘prosperity’ as a new political concept. The study
inquires “prosperity’s” conditions of local and global possibility and
its rhetorical power in heralding new historical episode in Ethiopia.
The study dwells on two analytical explorations: first, it conducts an
ethnographic contextual study of the emergence of prosperity as a
key political concept and explores its discursive meaning focusing on
the political economy it informs. Second by genealogical reading of
the emergence of other similar concepts such as lemat and seletané
(development and civilization) in the early 20th century; lemat and
zemina (development and modernization) in the liberation period,
and lemat and edegit in the revolution period, it comparatively
explores how conceptual shifts and emergence and their respective
political contexts plays out in heralding new politics, rupture,

and discontinuities.
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Session 8
DIASPORIC ETHIOPIA: MIGRATION AND EXILE

X Films will be streamed on The Africa Institute website

Moderator & Discussant:
Dagmawi Woubshet - Ahuja Family Presidential Associate Professor
of English, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Narrating migrant stories, which perspective?
Dagmawi Yimer - Filmmaker and co-founder, Archivio delle
Memorie Migranti (Migrant Memory Archive)

“Our films predominantly reflect on people who become identified
as immigrants rather than emigrants.”

The view of the immigrant, engaged in narrating migrant stories
still lacks a certain perspective: in fact, the artist is conditioned by
the audience to whom those stories are addressed. The artist
mainly neglects the audience from which he/she comes from:

the African audience.

For some years now I have been developing a strong feeling that forces
me to look back to that audience which my works don’t necessarily

aim to reach. The migrant filmmaker is absorbed by the entire process:
from the idealisation of the subject, to the production and distribution,
it strongly depends on the audience to whom the films are addressed.
This question comes from my previous film making experiences as well
as from observing many African filmmakers operating in Europe. Our
films predominantly frame immigrants and not emigrants, twisting the
whole perspective and the focus of the stories.

‘Ahun Lene’ - The Praxis Between Agency and Discipline in
Ethiopian Women'’s Repeated Migrations to the Middle East
Sehin Teferra - Founder of Setaweet Movement, PhD Gender
Studies, SOAS, London, UK
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One of the first actions taken by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed during
the early days of the Political Reform process was traveling to Middle
Eastern countries to negotiate the release of numerous Ethiopian
citizens serving prison sentences for overstaying their permits.
Despite the headline-grabbing stunts of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed,
the political reform—often painful and confusing—has not addressed
Ethiopians’ international migration and exile in a meaningful way.
Ethiopian women and men continue to migrate in large numbers,
legally and illegally. The International Organization for Migration
estimates that around 1000 Ethiopian women travel to the Middle East
every day with Saudi Arabia as the most common destination. Although
there is much talk in international aid circles around trafficking and
‘modern-day slavery, most of the migration undertaken by Ethiopian
women is voluntary, based on what Bina Fernandez terms ‘the will

to change. Migrant women continue to travel to the Middle East in
large numbers, despite widespread awareness of the dangers and the
ill-treatment of Ethiopian women by their employers, and some make
several trips in order to fulfill their ambitions and goals for a better life
for themselves and their families.

In this panel on Diasporic Ethiopia: Migration and Exile, the paper
will argue that Ethiopian women navigate their stay in their host
countries, and often make repeat trips to the Middle East by applying
personal agency and self-discipline, which come together in the form
of performed docility as articulated by Saba Mahmood. The analysis
will engage with the Foucauldian notion of discipline, which Ethiopian
migrant women self-apply to survive in their roles as marginalized,
Othered, and often invisible ‘housemaids.’ The title of the author’s
talk - ‘Ahun Lene’ translates from Amharic as ‘“This time, for me,” and
it is a quote by a returnee migrant in Wollo, Northern Ethiopia, who
was planning a second trip to the United Arab Emirates in 2016. The
respondent explained that she is planning a trip to make money ‘this
time for me’ as her previous stay, difficult as it was, earned her enough
money to make a difference in the lives of her immediate family. Other
respondents in the research explained that repeat migrants fare better
because they know how to dress, behave, and speak, in an example of
self-discipline, preformed docility and personal agency.
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Ethiopian Labour Migration to the Gulf Countries: Motivations, Recent Trends,
and Policies

Asnake Kefale - Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and International
Relations, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

The rate of Ethiopia’s international migration (0.7%) is lower than the sub-Saharan
African average (2.5%). There has been, however, a significant rise in outward migration
from Ethiopia in recent years. The dominant cause is economic—the desire to have better
economic opportunities abroad. The country has a high annual rate of population growth
(2.36%). The country’s population structure, which is highly dominated by youth, also
contributes to the growing trend of outward migration. In addition to socioeconomic
issues (demographic pressures and unemployment), political instability, violence, and
conflict all lead to outward migration.

This paper focuses on Ethiopian labor migration to the Arab Gulf countries. The migration
is both irregular (undocumented) and regular (documented). The paper examines four
interrelated issues: (1) motivations for migration to the Gulf countries (2) historical and
recent trends in migration (3) socioeconomic impacts of migration and (4) implication

of migration policies. First, the motivations for outward migration from Ethiopia are
examined by the proverbial push and pull factors. Some of the major push factors that are
examined in the paper include poverty, cultural and attitudinal factors, peer and family
pressure, unemployment and landlessness, low wages, and advances in information

and communication technologies. On the other hand, the pull factors include social,
political, and economic factors. Second, historical and recent trends in Ethiopia’s outward
migration are examined. Among other things, this part historicizes labor migration from
Ethiopia to the Arab Gulf countries and considers recent developments. It, moreover,
briefly discusses the distinction between irregular/regular migration and its routes.
Third, the paper considers socioeconomic and gender impacts of migration. Fourth,

the paper examines the impacts of policies that have been adopted by the Ethiopian
government to contain irregular/illegal migration and also regularize labor migration

to the gulf countries.
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Keynote 2
BEYOND EXCEPTIONALISM: ETHIOPIA IN THE
HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

Adom Getachew - Neubauer Family Assistant Professor of Political
Science and the College, University of Chicago, USA

Ethiopia’s standing as the only African country to escape colonialism
has long established its position as the exemplary and exceptional
state at the center of Black internationalist and Pan-Africanist thought.
Yet this mode of exceptionalism can also be particularizing in ways
that undermine comparative analysis and theorizing of Ethiopia

in relation to the African world. In this essay, I examine Ethiopia’s
relationship to and position within the League from 1923 to 1935

with the aim of illustrating how Ethiopia’s international position
illuminates key features of colonial domination, especially the
racialization of sovereignty. Through this analysis, I suggest a way to
read the exception for the ways its illuminates in stark form the general
experience of colonial domination.
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Surafel Wondimu Abebe

is a public-intellectual who uses academia, performance, and media as sites of cultural
politics from which to interrogate representational practices. He has worked with the
National Theatre in Addis Ababa and other cultural institutions in Ethiopia as an actor,
playwright and director, and recently co-founded a new local television station called
ASHAM. He obtained a degree in English Literature minoring in Political Science and
International Relations from Addis Ababa University, and received his MA in Cultural
Studies at the same university, where he served as a lecturer and Assistant Dean in
Humanities. He completed his Ph.D. in Performance Historiography at The University
of Minnesota, minoring in Comparative Literature. Abebe works as a researcher at
the Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Addis Ababa University, where he also serves as an
Assistant Professor at the Centre for African Studies and College of Performing and
Visual Arts. He is a board member of a multi-genre online journal, AGITATE, at the
University of Minnesota and a research associate at the Visual Identities in Art and
Design (VIAD) at the University of Johannesburg. Questioning the inadequacy of
Ethiopian exceptionalism, which valorizes the country’s ‘uncolonized’ position, Abebe
engages with sedimented and embodied historiographies in order to understand
what it means to be human in the here- and-now. His current book project considers
how performing Ethiopian female bodies engage with spaces, and maneuver within
progressive, imperial (local and colonial), socialist, and neoliberal temporalities of the
20th and 21st centuries.

Helen Zeru Araya

was born in Addis Ababa in 1987. She studied economics at Bahir Dar University
before enrolling at Addis Ababa University of Fine Art from where she achieved her
BFA in 2008. After her graduation she studied photography with DESTA for Africa
foundation for one year. She is an active member of Netsa Art Village, works as a
studio artists and freelance photographer, and as an art-therapist for several local
NGO's. Helen works with photography, video art, performance, painting and charcoal
drawings. Her works often start as reflections of personal and emotional themes, and
ends up entering a broader social context, touching upon relevant and pressing issues
in society.

Semeneh Ayalew Asfaw

is a researcher at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies at Addis Ababa University. He

is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Cape Town in the Department of
Political Studies at the Faculty of Humanities. His research interests include the study
of revolutions, social and cultural change in urban space, modernity, popular protests,
and popular culture. He researched and published on areas ranging from music and
social history, political consciousness, the formation of political identities, and
city-making in Ethiopia. His works have historical and spatial focus.
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Yonas Ashine

is an Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations at Addis

Ababa University. He earned his PhD in interdisciplinary Social Studies from Makerere
Institute of Social Studies, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda. His research
interests include political theory and historical and comparative politics of state-society
relations in Africa and from Africa. Yonas is now serving as an associate dean for the
undergraduate program at the College of Social Science, AAU.

Serawit B. Debele

is a postdoctoral research fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious

and Ethnic Diversity. She is based in Germany, where she completed her PhD in 2015.
She is the author of the book Locating Politics in Ethiopia’s Irreecha Ritual. Her current
research focuses on religion, gender, and the politics of sexual desire in Ethiopia.

Yemane Demissie

is an educator and an award-winning filmmaker whose work includes two narrative
features, Tumult and Dead Weight and two feature documentaries, Twilight Revelations:
Episodes in the life & Times of Emperor Haile Selassie and Asni. Presently, Yemane

is in postproduction for The Quantum Leapers: Ethiopia 1916-1975, a social history
documentary series about the Emperor Haile Selassie era. Yemane is a full professor

at NYU's Tisch School of the Arts and a recipient of a Guggenheim and Berlin Prize
fellowships and residencies at Bellagio, MacDowell, Yaddo, Civitella, and Dora Maar.

Donald L. Donham

is Distinguished Research Professor of Anthropology at the University of California,
Davis. Among others, his books include Marxist Modern: An Ethnographic History of
the Ethiopian Revolution; Violence in a Time of Liberation: Murder and Ethnicity at a
South African Gold Mine, 1994; and The Erotics of History: An Atlantic African Example.

Aida Edemariam

is an Ethiopian-Canadian journalist based in the UK, who has worked in New York,
Toronto and London. She was formerly deputy review and books editor of the
Canadian National Post, and is now a senior feature writer and editor at The Guardian
in the UK. She lives in Oxford. Her memoir about her Ethiopian grandmother, The
Wife's Tale: A Personal History, won the Ondaatje Prize in 2019.

Tibebe Eshete

is currently a visiting professor at Michigan State University, where he teaches various
levels of African history. He grew up in Harar, Ethiopia, and received his B.A in History
from Haile Selassie | University, Addis Ababa (1971-1979), his M.A in history from Addis
Ababa University, Addis Ababa (1985-1989), and his Ph.D. in History from Michigan
State University, East Lansing, Spring 2005. Dr. Eshete taught at Asmara University

and Addis Ababa University, before moving to the United States where he taught at
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Missouri State University, Calvin College, and Whitworth University. He is the author of
The Evangelical Movement in Ethiopia: Resistance and Resilience (Baylor University:
2009); The Silent Revolution: The Role of Community Development in Reducing the
Demand for Small Arms (Geneva: World Vision Int., 2000); The Evangelical Movement
in Ethiopia: Resistance and resilience ( Baylor University, 2009); Jijiga: the history of a
Strategic Town in the Horn of Africa, 1891 to the present (Tsehi Publisher, 2014); and
Guzoye: Redirection (Addis Ababa: Raei/SIM Publishers, 2015). Dr. Eshete’s research
interests include conflict studies, social movement, Contemporary/new religious
movements in Africa, Politics, and religion, and intellectual history.

Girma T. Fantaye

is an Ethiopian writer and former print journalist based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. In
2007 Girma co-founded Ethiopia’s leading political weekly newspaper, Addis Neger,
which was shut down in 2010 due to government pressure. As a result, Girma fled
Ethiopia to live in exile in Uganda. While in exile, he published a collection of poetry
titled Yetefachewun Ketema Hasesa (The Quest for the Lost City) and the Novel
SelfMeda (Translated as Field of Queue) in Amharic. Also, he was a fellow at John S.
Knight Fellowship at Stanford University in the USA in 2011/12. Girma returned to his
country in January 2019 after years of exile.

His new novel ‘'Yenigat Wof Tiri' ( The Call of an Early Bird), will be published in June
2020, and he is also a contributing writer for the Addis Ababa Noir (Akashic Books)
published in June 2020, New York.

Fikru Negash Gebrekidan

received his PhD from Michigan State University in 2001 in African History, in African
American History and Comparative Black History. Since 2003 he has been teaching
history at St. Thomas University in Fredericton, Canada, where he now holds the rank
of associate professor. Subjects which he regularly teaches include Africa, genocide,
race and racism, slavery, historiography, and disability. He is the author of Bond without
Blood: A History of Ethiopian and New World Black Relations, 1896-1991 (Trenton:
Africa World Press, 2005). Other publications have appeared in Northeast African
Studies, African Studies Review, International Journal of Ethiopian Studies, Journal of
Ethiopian Studies, Callaloo, and the Palgrave Handbook of Colonial and Postcolonial
African History. His latest publication is entitled Pan-Africanist in the Court: W. E. B.
Du Bois and his Vision of Ethiopian Internationalism, forthcoming in the Routledge
Handbook of Pan-Africanism.

Adom Getachew

is the Neubauer Family Assistant Professor of Political Science and the College at the
University of Chicago. She is a political theorist with research interests in the history of
political thought, theories of race and empire, and postcolonial political theory. Her
work focuses on the intellectual and political histories of Africa and the Caribbean.
Her first book, Worldmaking After Empire: The Rise and Fall of Self-Determination,
reconstructs an account of self-determination offered in the political thought of Black
Atlantic anticolonial nationalists during the height of decolonization in the twentieth
century. Adom holds a joint PhD in Political Science and African-American Studies
from Yale University. She is on the faculty board of the Pozen Center for Human Rights,
a fellow at the Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory, and a faculty affiliate at the
Center for the Study of Race, Politics and Culture.
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Elizabeth W. Giorgis

is Associate Professor of Art History, Criticism, and Theory in the College of Performing
and Visual Arts and the Center for African and Asian Studies at Addis Ababa University.
She is also the Director of the Modern Art Museum: Gebre Kristos Desta Center

at Addis Ababa University. She served as the Dean of the College of Performing

and Visual Art and as Director of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies of Addis Ababa
University. She is the editor and author of several publications. She has curated several
exhibitions at the Modern Art Museum: Gebre Kristos Desta Center, more recently

the works of Ethiopian American artist Julie Mehretu’s first exhibition in Ethiopia

and the works of Danish Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson. She has also participated in
several international conferences and public lectures, more recently at the University
of Pennsylvania in the United States and the Academy of Fine Art in Vienna. In

January 2019, she served as convener for the first African Humanities Initiative called
Africa as Concept: Decolonization, Emancipation, and Freedom that was organized

by the Consortium of Humanities Centers and Institutes and funded by the Mellon
Foundation. She is a recipient of several fellowships, including a distinguished visiting
scholar at Brown University, a visiting professor at the Academy of Fine Art in Vienna,
and a fellow at the Rockefeller Bellagio Center Academic Writing Resident Fellows
Program. Her book, Modernist Art in Ethiopia, was published by Ohio University Press
and released in February 2019. It is the first comprehensive monographic study of
Ethiopian visual modernism within a broader social and intellectual history.

Shimelis Bonsa Gulema

having previously taught at Addis Ababa University, subsequently joined the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), where he completed his doctoral studies. Currently,
he is associate professor of modern African history and politics at Stony Brook
University, New York. Dr. Gulema had conducted years of research on such themes as
transnational ideologies, practices, and identities in both colonial and post-colonial
contexts and published a monograph and many book chapters and articles along
these lines. His recent work is a book he co-edited entitled The Horn of Africa and
Italy: Colonial, Postcolonial and Transnational Cultural Encounters (Oxford: Peter Lang,
2018). Presently, he is working on the publication of his lengthy book manuscript on
the relationship between city, state, and society in modern Ethiopia.

Salah M. Hassan

is the Director of The Africa Institute, Sharjah, UAE. Hassan is the Goldwin Smith
Professor and Director of the Institute for Comparative Modernities, and Professor of
Art History and Visual Culture in the Africana Studies and Research Center, and the
Department of History of Art and Visual Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, US. Hassan
is an art critic, curator, and founding editor of Nka: Journal of Contemporary African
Art. He authored, edited and co-edited several books including Ibrahim El Salahi: A
Visionary Modernist (Museum for African Art and Tate Modern, 2012, 2013), Darfur and
the Crisis of Governance: A Critical Reader (Cornell University Press, 2009), Diaspora,
Memory, Place (Prestel Publishing, 2008), Unpacking Europe (NAi Publishers, 2001) and
(Forum for African Arts, 2001). Hassan has curated several exhibitions including major
ones at the Venice and Dakar Biennales, and most recently The Khartoum School:

The Making of the Modern Art Movement in Sudan (1945-Present), and The Egyptian
Surrealists: When Art Becomes Liberty (1938-1965) sponsored by the Sharjah Art
Foundation and which opened in Sharjah and Cairo (2016). Hassan was the Madeleine
Haas Russell Visiting Professor in African and Afro-American Studies, Brandeis



Biographies

University, Boston, US (2016-2017). He is the recipient of several grants and awards
including the J. Paul Getty Postdoctoral Fellowship in Art History and the Humanities,
and Rockefeller Foundation, Ford Foundation, Andy Warhol Foundation, and Sharjah
Art Foundation.

Ishion Hutchinson

was born in Port Antonio, Jamaica. He is the author of two poetry collections: Far
District and House of Lords and Commons. He is the recipient of the National Book
Critics Circle Award for Poetry, a Guggenheim Fellowship, the Joseph Brodsky Rome
Prize, the Whiting Writers Award, the PEN/Joyce Osterweil Award, the Windham-
Campbell Prize for Poetry and the American Academy of Arts and Letters Award

in Literature, among others. He is a contributing editor to the literary journals The
Common and Tongue: A Journal of Writing & Art and teaches in the graduate writing
program at Cornell University.

Asnake Kefale

holds a PhD in Political Science, Leiden University, The Netherlands. He is Associate
Professor of Political Science at Addis Ababa University. His research interests

include migration, international relations of the Horn of Africa, federalism and

conflict management, and development policies and practices. Some of his recent
publications include Shoats and Smart Phones: Cross-border trading in the Ethio-
Somaliland Corridor, DIIS Working Paper 2019:7. Copenhagen: Danish Institute

of International Studies (2019); Federalism and Regional Politics in Africa, Oxford
Research Encyclopedia of Politics. (29 Jul. 2019); Shopping for Ideas to Unlock Africa’s
Economic Potential, Africa Review of Books, Volume 14, no. 1 (2018); Remittance

and Household Socio-Economic Well-Being: The Case of Ethiopian Labor Migrants
to the Republic of South Africa and the Middle East, A. Kefale and Z. Mohammed.
Addis Ababa: Forum for Social Studies (FSS), (2018); Ethiopian Labor Migration to the
Gulf and South Africa, A. Kefale, and Z. Mohammed. Addis Ababa, Forum for Social
Studies (FSS), (2016); Regional organizations and security governance: a comparative
assessment of IGAD and ASEAN, Working Paper, 1/2015. London School of Economics
and Political Science, Global South Unit, London, UK (2015); Ethnic Decentralization
and the Challenges of Inclusive Governance in Multiethnic Cities: The Case of Dire
Dawa, Ethiopia, Regional and Federal Studies, Vol. 24, No. 5 (2014); Federalism

and Ethnic Conflict in Ethiopia: A Comparative Regional Study, London: Routledge
(2013/2018).

Fouad Makki

is Associate Professor of Development Sociology and Director of the Polson Institute
for Global Development at Cornell University. He teaches and writes in the fields of
historical sociology, political economy, and social theory. His publications on Ethiopia
include, "Empire and Modernity: Dynastic Centralization and Official Nationalism in
Late Imperial Ethiopia,” Cambridge Review of International Affairs 24:2 (2011); “Long-
Distance Trade and State Formation in Northeast Africa,” Journal of Historical Sociology
24:2(2011); "Development by Dispossession: Terra Nullius and the Social-Ecology

of New Enclosures in Ethiopia,” Rural Sociology 79:1 (2014); and "The Ethiopian
Revolution: A World-Historical Perspective,” in A. Anievas and K. Matin (eds.) Historical
Sociology and World History: Uneven and Combined Development over the Longue
Durée (2016).
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Salem Mekuria

is an award-winning writer, director, videographer, and producer of independent

films and video art installations. After teaching as a Professor of Art for twenty-four
years, she recently retired from Wellesley College. She has received many prestigious
fellowships and honors. Her body of work to date includes four documentary films
and five video installations dealing with Ethiopian history and contemporary subjects
of African American history. Her work has received wide recognition and enthusiastic
critical responses. Her films have garnered numerous awards and been shown all over
the world, from Japan to India to Africa to Europe and North and South America. Many
of these films have long shelf lives and are still being used in schools and libraries, and
across many platforms. Mekuria sees her work as an avenue to get her audiences to
actively perform their thinking through the issues in new and exciting ways.

Julie Mehretu

(1970) is a world-renowned painter, born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, who lives and
works between New York City and Berlin. She holds a Master of Fine Art with honors
from The Rhode Island School of Design in 1997. Mehretu is a recipient of many
awards, including The MacArthur Award (2005) and the US Department of State Medal
of Arts Award (2015). She has exhibited extensively in international and national solo
and group exhibitions and is represented in public and private collections around the
world. Her recent projects include completing two large-scale paintings for the San
Francisco Museum of Modern Art's Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Atrium in September
2017, entitted HOWL eon (I, I). Her recent exhibitions include the Venice Biennale
(2019) and a mid-career survey at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, which
travels to The Whitney Museum of American Artin New York (2020), High Museum in
Atlanta (2020), and The Walker Art Center in Minneapolis (2021). She is a member of
the American Academy of Arts and Letters and is represented by Marian Goodman
Gallery, New York.

Takele Merid

is Assistant Professor of Social Anthropology and Director of the Institute of Ethiopian
Studies of Addis Ababa University. He graduated from Addis Ababa University with a
BA Degree in History in 2004. After graduation, he worked as a researcher of Heritage
Expert for the Federal Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Ethiopia. He also graduated
with a Master of Art in Indigenous Cultural Studies from Addis Ababa University in
2007.Then, in June 2016, he earned his Ph.D. in Social Anthropology. In March 2008,
he was employed by the Institute of Ethiopian Studies of Addis Ababa University.
Regarding Academic Responsibilities, to date, he has supervised several MA and BA
projects that students do as a requirement for their graduation. He teaches courses
such as Political Anthropology, Globalization, Tourism and Culture Change, and
Gender and Power, all in the Department of Anthropology, Addis Ababa University. Dr.
Takele has several publications on many themes of his discipline.

Furthermore, Dr. Takele was a research fellow of the University of Bath Spa, United
Kingdom, and currently a research fellow of Hamburg University, Germany. His
research priorities are anthropological approaches to livelihood changes, marginalized
communities, and climate change perceptions. He is also interested in indigenous
ecological knowledge and climate change influences. He has several research works
related to the above themes.
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Aida Muluneh

was born in Ethiopia in 1974, Aida Muluneh left the country at a young age and spent
an itinerant childhood between Yemen and England. After several years in a boarding
school in Cyprus, she finally settled in Canada in 1985. In 2000, she graduated with

a degree from the Communication Department with a major in Film from Howard
University in Washington D.C. After graduation she worked as a photojournalist at the
Washington Post, however her work can be found in several international publications.
Also as an exhibiting artist, Aida’s work has been shown in South Africa, Mali, Senegal,
Egypt, Canada, United States of America, France, Germany, England, China, to name
a few countries. A collection of her images can be found in the permanent collection
at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African Art, Hood Museum and the Museum
of Biblical Art in the United States. She is the 2007 recipient of the European Union
Prize in the Rencontres Africaines de la Photographie, in Bamako, Mali, the 2010
winner of the CRAF International Award of Photography in Spilimbergo, Italy, and

a 2018 CatchLight Fellow in San Francisco, USA. As one of the leading experts on
photography from Africa, she has been a jury member on several photography
competitions most notably the Sony World Photography Awards 2017 and the

World Press Photo Contest 2017. She has also been on various panel discussions on
photography in events such as African Union cultural summit, Art Basel and Tedx/
Johannesburg. Moreover, she currently serves as a Canon Ambassador. Aida is the
founder and director of the Addis Foto Fest (AFF), the first international photography
festival in East Africa hosted since 2010 in the city of Addis Ababa. She continues to
educate, curate and develop cultural projects with local and international institutions
through her company DESTA (Developing and Educating Society Through Art) For
Africa Creative Consulting PLC (DFA) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Nadia Nurhussein

is Associate Professor of English and Africana Studies, specializing in African American
literature and culture. She is the author of Black Land:

Imperial Ethiopianism and African America (Princeton University Press, 2019) and
Rhetorics of Literacy: The Cultivation of American Dialect Poetry (The Ohio State
University Press, 2013).

In 2004, Nadia completed her PhD in English at the University of California in Berkeley.
Nadia received fellowships from the Ford Foundation, the Beinecke Library at Yale
University, and the American Council of Learned Societies.

Prior to arriving at Johns Hopkins, Prof. Nurhussein taught in the English department at
Mount Holyoke College from 2004 - 2005 and then at the University of Massachusetts
in Boston from 2005 - 2016.

Raymond Silverman

is a professor of History of Art, African Studies, and Museum Studies at the University
of Michigan, he is also a historian of the visual cultures of Africa. Professor Silverman'’s
research and writing explore historical and contemporary visual practices in Ethiopia
and Ghana as well as museum and heritage discourse in Africa. Silverman’s recent
work focuses on the visual culture of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries. His publications include, Museum as Process: Translating
Local and Global Knowledges (2015), Painting Ethiopia: The Life and Work of Qes
Adamu Tesfaw (2005), Ethiopia: Traditions of Creativity (1999), and the soon to be
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published, Ethiopian Church Art: Painters, Patrons and Purveyors: Contemporary
Ethiopian Church Art and National Museums in Africa: Reflections on Memory, Identity
and the Politics of Heritage.

Sehin Teferra

is the founder of the Setaweet Movement, an Ethiopian feminist network that works
for gender equality and justice. Setaweet Movement works to articulate Ethiopian
feminism and to question normative masculinities and femininities through public
dialogues, research, and activism. Setaweet's latest project is Alegnta, a hotline for
survivors of sexual violence. Sehin represents Setaweet on the Advisory Board of the
President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, and she is a member of the
Destiny Ethiopia initiative that aims to reshape Ethiopian politics.

Sehin obtained a PhD in Gender Studies from SOAS, University of London, in 2015. A
Mo Ibrahim Scholar, Sehin has authored, most recently, a chapter in Feminist Parenting:
Perspectives from Africa and Beyond (Demeter Press, 2019).

Netsanet Gebremichael Weldesenbet

holds a PhD in Social Studies from Makerere University Uganda. She is a researcher at
Addis Ababa University at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies. She holds an MA degree
in Contemporary Cultural Studies from the Institute of Ethiopian Studies at Addis
Ababa University, and has served as Directress of Addis Ababa University Gender
office for two years.

Luleadey T. Worku

has a PhD and a Master's degree in English Literature from Addis Ababa University,
Ethiopia. She taught different courses, including English Literature and English
language courses in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature at Addis
Ababa University (2007-2014). She joined Qatar University in 2015 as a Writing
Specialist and is currently working as a Senior Writing Specialist in the Section of
Writing and Language Support. Her research interests include Orientalism, Post-
colonialism, and African Literature in English, with a particular focus on Ethiopian
literature.

Dagmawi Woubshet

is the Ahuja Family Presidential Associate Professor of English at the University of
Pennsylvania. He works at the intersections of African-American, LGBTQ, and African
studies, and is the author of The Calendar of Loss: Race, Sexuality, and Mourning in the
Early Era of AIDS (2015), and co-editor of Ethiopia: Literature, Art, & Culture (2010), a
special issue of Callaloo. His essays have appeared in several publications, including
Transition, The Atlantic, and NKA: A Journal of Contemporary African Art. In 2016, he
curated Julie Mehretu: The Addis Show at the Modern Art Museum in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. He is currently completing a book on James Baldwin’s late style.

Ezra Abate Yimam

(1961) was born in Jimma, Ethiopia. He graduated from the Yared School of Music,
majoring in Piano studies. He also acquired an MA in Music Pedagogy, piano, and
composition from Plovdiv Music Academy in Bulgaria, an MA in Curriculum and
Instruction, and an MA in Regional and Local Development Studies from Addis Ababa
University. He received his Ph.D. in Peace and Security Studies.
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Abate is the current Dean of the College of Performing and Visual Arts at Addis Ababa University. He also
plays at concerts and piano bars. His research interests include music, education, conflict, and peacebuilding.

Dagmawi Yimer

was born and grew up in Addis Ababa. He left his country after the 2005 post-election unrest in which
hundreds of young people were killed and put in prison. After a long journey across the Libyan desert

and the Mediterranean, he came ashore on the island of Lampedusa on 30th July 2006. In Rome, after
participating in a video workshop in 2007, he co-authored the film Il deserto e il mare (The desert and the
sea) along with five other migrants. Subsequently he co-directed the 2008 documentary film Come un uomo
sulla terra (Like a man on earth). He shot the documentary C.A.R.A. ITALIA (Dear Italy, 2009) and Soltanto il
mare (Nothing but the sea, 2011), along with several other short films, coordinated the collective film project
Benvenuti in Italia (Welcome to ltaly, 2011), and a documentary titled Va' pensiero (Walking stories, 2013). He
directed the film Asmat-Names (2015). Dagmawi is the co-founder and vice president of the Archivio delle
Memorie Migranti (Migrant Memory Archive). He also teaches a course in schools and universities on "visual
story telling” and “migration and cinema”

Elleni Centime Zeleke

is Assistant Professor of African Studies in the Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies
at Columbia University in New York (https://mesaas.columbia.edu/). Elleni was born in Ethiopia and raised

in Toronto, Guyana, and Barbados. Trained at the Graduate Program in Social and Political Thought at York
University (Toronto), her research interests include vernacular politics in the Horn of Africa, Critical Theory,

the Frankfurt School, and the problem of constituting Africa as an object of study. Elleni’s first book is titled
Ethiopia In Theory: Revolution and Knowledge Production,1964-2016. The Historical-Materialism Book Series
published the hardcover at Brill in the fall of 2019. Haymarket Books will also publish a paperback version.
Ethiopia In Theory asks: what does it mean to write today about the appropriation and indigenization of
Marxist and mainstream social science ideas in an Ethiopian and African context; and, importantly, what does
the archive of revolutionary thought in Africa teach us about the practice of critical theory more generally?
Elleni’s work has also appeared in the Journal of NorthEast African Studies and Callaloo: A Journal of African
Diaspora Arts and Letters. She teaches courses on the Horn of Africa, African Political Thought, Critical Theory,
and Histories of Capitalism.

Bahru Zewde

currently Emeritus Professor of History at Addis Ababa University, is a Founding Fellow of the Ethiopian
Academy of Sciences and Fellow of the African Academy of Sciences. He was formerly Chair of the
Department of History and Director of the Institute of Ethiopian Studies at Addis Ababa University and
Executive Director of the Forum for Social Studies, a think tank based in Addis Ababa, and Principal Vice
President of the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences. He has also served as Vice President of the Association of
African Historians and Resident Vice President of the sub-regional research network, Organization for Social
Science Research in Eastern and Southern Africa (OSSREA), and as Editor of its journal, Eastern Africa Social
Science Research Review. In addition to serving as Editor of the Journal of Ethiopian Studies for 15 years,
he was a member of the International Advisory Board of the Journal of African History and founding Editor
of the Africa Review of Books. He is the recipient of numerous awards and Fellowships, including ones from
the British Academy, Japan Foundation, the Institute of Advanced Study (Wissenschaftskolleg) in Berlin and
Humboldt University. His major publications in English include A History of Modern Ethiopia 1855-1991
(2001); Pioneers of Change in Ethiopia: The Reformist Intellectuals of the Early Twentieth Century (2002);
Society, State, and History: Selected Essays (2008); and The Quest for Socialist Utopia: The Ethiopian Student
Movement c. 1960-1974 (2014).
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Mission and Goals

The Africa Institute (Al) is an interdisciplinary academic research
institute dedicated to the study, research and documentation of
Africa, its people and its cultures; its complex past, present, and
future; and its manifold connections with the wider world. The
Africa Institute addresses a major paradox that marks the historical
and contemporary relationships between Africa and the Arab Gulf
region. Despite recent studies demonstrating that geographic
proximity and economic and cultural exchanges over millennia
have long wed Africa and the Arab Gulf region, both modern

and medieval scholars have often conceived of these spheres as
largely separate entities. The two regions share fascinating and
deep historical roots that influence both past and present events,
including migratory patterns, policy shifts, market- based economic
fluctuations, and local and global political changes.

The overall vision of The Africa Institute is of a globally oriented
institution of research, documentation, study and teaching of
Africa and its diaspora, in the humanities and social sciences. It

is conceived as a research based think-tank, and a postgraduate
studies institution (offering both master’s and PhD Programs),
which aims to train a new generation of critical thinkers in African
and African diaspora studies. The Africa Institute intends to

serve as a model centre of excellence in research, teaching, and
documentation that matches, in quality and breadth of coverage,
existing peer institutions of African and African diaspora studies in
Africa, Europe, and North America.

The conception of The Africa Institute emanates from a basic
premise that African studies is a global enterprise, rather than
one narrowly constrained by geography or territorial boundaries.
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The fact on the ground is that the Arab Gulf region is one of

mixed populations, in which cultural exchanges manifested in

an impressive variety of processes and patterns pertaining to
borrowing and assimilation, forced and voluntary migrations, and
adaptive strategies, none of which can be fully understood without
incorporating Africa into the analysis. The Africa Institute is uniquely
positioned to further analysis of these linkages by illuminating
larger African and Gulf ties, like those powerfully demonstrated in
the historiography of the Indian Ocean Rim. The Institute envisions
larger global processes and knowledge circuits in relation to Africa
and its diaspora.

The idea for The Africa Institute (Al), as a centre for African and
African Diaspora Studies dates as far back as 1976, when Sharjah
(UAE) hosted the first Symposium on African and Arab Relations,
to which 45 African and Arab thinkers were invited to participate.
Among the major recommendations of the symposium, which

was organised under the patronage of His Highness Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council of the
United Arab Emirates and Ruler of the Emirate of Sharjah, was the
establishment of an institute for African and Arab relations charged
with the study and documentation of such historical linkages, to
be located in Sharjah, UAE. The symposium also announced the
formation of the Documentation and Data Collection Centre for
Arab-African Relations in Sharjah, an annual meeting to discuss
Arab-African relations, and a proposed Arab-African Fund.
Consequently, the Government of the Emirate of Sharjah, UAE, has
decided to pursue the goal of strengthening Afro-Arab relations
through the establishment of The Africa Institute, which has been
decreed on 6 June 2018.



The Africa Institute

Africa Hall and the Future Campus of The Africa Institute
The original Africa Hall building was inaugurated on the same
day as the old municipality’s building in 1976, and both original
buildings were first built in the early 1970s as part of a wave of
government modernist buildings from that era. The Africa Hall

was so named because the venue's first cultural and political event

was the Arab-African Symposium inaugurated on Tuesday,
14 December 1976.

The new Africa Hall, which is rebuilt on the same site of the old
one (demolished in 2015), will be part of the future complex of
buildings for The Africa Institute to be designed by the renowned
Ghanaian British architect, Sir David Adjaye. The Africa Hall will
serve as a meeting place for conferences, symposia, lectures, film
screenings and staged plays related to the activities of The Africa
Institute and beyond, and will serve as part of an outreach to the
larger community of Sharjah, UAE and beyond.
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